
AN EVENING AMONG THE BOOKS 

December 29, 1969 

( I n  commemoration o f  S i r  W i l l i a m  O s l e r ,  
who d i e d  December 29,  1919.)  

"The p a s t  is always w i t h  u s ,  never  t o  be  escaped;  it a lone  
is endur ing;  bu t ,  amidst  t h e  changes and chances  which succeed  
one ano the r  s o  r a p i d l y  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  w e  are a p t  t o  l i v e  t o o  
much f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  and t o o  much i n  t h e  fu tu r e . . . .  

"It is good t o  ha rk  back t o  t h e  o lden  days and g r a t e f u l l y  
t o  recall t h e  men whose l a b o u r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  have made t h e  
p r e s e n t  poss ib le . "  

[ W e  O., Aequanimitas. ] 

"1 shou ld  l i k e  t o  see i n  each  l i b r a r y  a select company o f  
t h e  Immortals  set a p a r t  f o r  s p e c i a l  adorat ion."  

[w. O., Books and  en.] 

"Faced w i t h  a bewi lde r ing  v a r i e t y  and eve r - i nc r ea s ing  lit- 
e r a t u r e ,  how is t h e  hard-pressed s t u d e n t  t o  l e a r n ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  
e v o l u t i o n  o f  knowledge i n  any s u b j e c t ,  and secondly ,  t h e  l i f e  
and work o f  t h e  men who made t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ?  So 
f a r  as concerns  Sc i ence  and Medicine, an  a t t e m p t  is made t o  
answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  by t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a B i b l i o t h e c a  P r i m a  ... The i d e a  is to  have i n  a compara t ive ly  s m a l l  number o f  
works t h e  e s s e n t i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  grouped about  t h e  men o f  t h e  
f i r s t  r ank ,  a r r anged  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o rde r . .  .The fundamental  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  may be  r e p r e s e n t e d  by a g r e a t  Aldine  e d i t i o n ,  e.g.,  
A r i s t o t l e ,  by t h e  b r i e f  communication such  as t h a t  of  Darwin 
and Wallace i n  t h e  Proceedings  o f  t h e  Linnean S o c i e t y ,  1858, 
or by a three-page pamphlet o f  Roentgen." 

[ W. O., B i b l i o t h e c a  O s l e r i a n a ,  E d i t o r s '  P re face .  ] 



BI BLIOTHECA PRIMA 

Hippocrates ,  460-375 B.C. 

"In  t h e  Hippocra t ic  w r i t i n g s  is summed up t h e  exper ience  
of Greece t o  t h e  Golden Age o f  P e r i c l e s .  Out of philosophy,  
o u t  of a b s t r a c t  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  had come a way of looking  a t  
n a t u r e  f o r  which t h e  phys i c i ans  were mainly r e s p o n s i b l e ,  
and which has  changed f o r e v e r  men's views on d i sease .  
Medicine broke its l e a d i n g  s t r i n g s  t o  r e l i g i o n  and ph i l -  
osophy ." 

[w. O., Evolut ion of  Modern Medicine. pp. 68-69.] 

144. Opera omnia quae e x t a n t ,  i n  V I I I  S e c t i o n e s  
ex E r o t i a n i  mente d i s t r i b u t a .  Nunc r ecens  L a t i n a  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n e  & Annotationibus i l l u s t r a t a ,  
Anutio Foes io  au thore .  Francof.,apud Andr. 
Wecheli heredes ,  C. Marnium, & 10. Aubrium, 1595. 

149. Octog in ta  Volumina...nunc tandem p e r  M. 
Fabium Caluum Rhauennatem...latinitate donata  . . . ac nunc primum i n  lucem aed i t a . .  . (Romae, 
ex aed. F r a n c i s c i  M i n i t i i  Ca lv i ,  1525.) With 
t h e  L i f e  from Soranus. 

Aretaeus.  81-? - 138 A.D. 

"Aretaeus l i v e d  probably i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  1st 
century ,  b u t  pos s ib ly  towards t h e  end of t h e  2nd o r  t h e  
beginning of t h e  3rd .  H e  w a s  a h igh ly  educated au tho r ,  
e q u a l l y  w e l l  acqua in ted  wi th  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
h i s t o r y ,  poe t ry ,  and medicine. Of a l l  medical writers 
of a n t i q u i t y  whose works have come down t o  u s ,  t h e  
s o l i d i t y  and c l e a r n e s s  of  Aretaeus b r i n g  him n e a r e s t  t o  
Hippocrates ,  whom he a l s o  resembles  i n  h i s  modesty, l ove  
of h i s  p ro fe s s ion ,  and reverence  f o r  a l l  t h a t  is good 
and b e a u t i f u l .  Above a l l ,  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  d i s e a s e s  
are p a t t e r n s  of  f i d e l i t y  t o  n a t u r e  and of  l i t e r a r y  
f i n i s h ,  though no t  unf requent ly  t h e r e  is a d e l i b e r a t e  
s t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  b r i l l i a n t  phraseology.  Haeser (no. 
5946, 1,P.  341:' 

[ W .  0.1 
328. Opera omnia.. .novam versionem dedit ,  Johannes 
Wigan. Oxon. , e Typographeo Clarendoniano , 1723. 

"Wigan w a s  a Graduate of  C h r i s t  Church, 
Oxford. H i s  name w i l l  always be h e l d  i n  
respect by admirers  of  Aretaeus  f o r  h i s  



s p l e n d i d  f o l i o  e d i t i o n  of t h a t  au tho r .  A 
great p a r t  of  t h e  expense w a s  de f r ayed  by 
D r .  F r e ind ,  t o  whom i t  is ded i ca t ed .  When 
Boerhaave pub l i shed  h i s  e d i t i o n  i n  1735, 
he  a v a i l e d  himself  of Wigan's l a b o u r s ,  and 
made a handsome acknowledgement of t h e  cir- 
cumstance. Wigan compiled t h e  index  to  
Pe t i t ' s  Commentary (no. 332) .  D.N.B.** 

Galen, 130-200 A.D. 

"The greatest name, a f t e r  Hippocra tes ,  i n  Greek medicine 
[ w a s  t h a t ]  o f  Galen, born  a t  Pergamon i n  A.D. 130, i n  
whom w a s  u n i t e d  as never  b e f o r e  - and i ndeed  one  may s a y ,  
never  s i n c e  - t h e  treble combinat ion of o b s e r v e r ,  ex- 
pe r imente r  and phi losopher ."  

[ W .  O., Evo lu t ion  of  Modern Medicine. p. 74.1 

" . . .His  works...comprise t h e  m o s t  voluminous body of w r i t -  
i n g s  l e f t  by any of t h e  a n c i e n t s .  The great e d i t i o n  is 
that  i n  twenty-two volumes by Kuhn (1821-1833). The most 
u s e f u l  e d i t i o n s  are t h e  "Juntinesl1 of Venice, which were 
i s s u e d  i n  t h i r t e e n  e d i t i o n s .  I n  t h e  f o u r t h  and subsequent  
e d i t i o n s  a ve ry  u s e f u l  index  by Bra s savo l a  is included." 

[w. O., Evo lu t i on  of Modern Medicine. p. 79.1 

364. OEuvres anatomiques , phys io log iques  e t  m6di- 
cales de Gal ien .  T r a d u i t e s  s u r  les t e x t e s  imprimds 
e t  manuscri  ts , accompagn6es de sonunaires, de n o t e s ,  
de p lanches  e t  d'une table d e s  matibres,,  pr6cdddes 
d' une i n t r .  ou 6 tude  biographique,  l i t t e ra i re  e t  
s c i e n t i f i q u e  s u r  Ga l i en  p a r  Ch. Daremberg. 2 tomes. 
Par., 1854-6. 

Leonardo da Vinc i ,  1452-1519. - 
"The great artists were keen s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  human form.... 
But greater t h a n  any o f  t h e s e ,  and a n t e d a t i n g  them, is 
Leonardo da Vinc i ,  t h e  one  u n i v e r s a l  g e n i u s  i n  whom t h e  
new s p i r i t  w a s  i n c a r n a t e  - t h e  Moses who a lone  among h i s  
con temporar ies  s a w  t h e  promised land..  . . I n s a t i a t e  i n  ex- 
per iment ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  as greedy as Aristotle, p a i n t e r ,  
p o e t ,  s c u l p t o r ,  eng inee r ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  mathemat ic ian ,  
chemis t ,  b o t a n i s t ,  ae ronau t ,  music ian  and w i t h a l  a dreamer 
and mys t ic ,  f u l l  accomplishment i n  any one depar tment  w a s  
n o t  for  him! A p a s s i o n a t e  d e s i r e  for  a mas te ry  of  n a t u r e ' s  
secrets made him a fierce t h i n g ,  r e p l e t e  w i t h  too much rage! 
But for  u s  a record remains  - Leonardo w a s  t h e  first of 
modern ana tomis t s ,  and f i f t y  y e a r s  later ,  i n t o  t h e  b reach  
he made, V e s a l i u s  entered."  

[w. O., Evo lu t i on  of  Modern Medicine. pp. 162-163.1 



517. Quaderni dtAnatomia. I-VI...Fogli d e l l a  
Royal L ibra ry  d i  Windsor. . .pubblicati  da  C. L. 
Vangensten, A. Fonahn, H. Hopstock. Con Trad- 
uzione i n g l e s e  e tedesca. C h r i s t i a n i a ,  1911- 
16. 

Vesa l ius ,  Andreas, 1514-1564. 

"In i t s e l f ,  f o r  what it c o n t a i n s ,  bu t  still more f o r  what 
it d id ,  t h e  'Humani c o r p o r i s  f a b r i c a t  is one o f  t h e  great 
books o f  t h e  world,  w i t h  which i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of  Medi- 
c i n e  on ly  t h e  *De motu c o r d i s t  of  Harvey is to  be compared. 
The one r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  anatomy, t h e  o t h e r  c r e a t e d  modern 
physiology.  This  work of Vesa l ius  is t h e  first modern 
t reat ise on anatomy based upon d i s s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  human 
body. To a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  and of  t h e  p l a t e s  t hey  must be compared wi th  
contemporary works. Vesa l ius  r e a l l y  desc r ibed  t h e  body 
as w e  know it, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  f u l l y ,  and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  a ccu ra t e ly .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  whether i n  t e x t  
o r  f i g u r e  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  anatomy o f  t h e  day is t h e  
more s t r i k i n g .  There are grave mis takes  of  omiss ion and 
of  commission, b u t  t h e y  appear i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  a volume 
f u l l  of  such important  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  To t h e  middle of  
t h e  s i x t e e n t h  cen tu ry  anatomy w a s  t augh t  from t h e  w r i t i n g s  
of  Galen, n o t  f r o m  what w a s  s een  i n  t h e  occas iona l  p u b l i c  
d i s s e c t i o n s .  From what t h e  g r e a t  Master had w r i t t e n  
t h e r e  w a s  no appea l ,  and t h e  vene ra t ion  wi th  which h i s  
works w e r e  regarded  w a s  as f o r  a gospe l ,  l i k e  t h e  f e e l i n g  
men have towards t h e  s a c r e d  S c r i p t u r e s .  Imagine t h e  su r -  
p r i s e  and c o n s t e r n a t i o n  of t h e  easy-going o l d  p r o f e s s o r s  
who h e l d  t h e  c h a i r s  o f  anatomy t o  have a huge volume t h r u s t  
i n t o  t h e i r  hands f i l l e d  from cover  t o  cove r  w i th  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
and f i g u r e s  w i th  which they  were un fami l i a r .  And w r i t t e n  
by a young man of 28! Headed by h i s  o l d  t e a c h e r  Sy lv ius  a 
storm of  oppos i t i on  soon raged,  and a v i n d i c a t i o n  of  Galen 
was a t tempted,  bu t  i t  w a s  soon found t h a t  t h e  o l d  anatomy, 
c o r r e c t  enough i n  p l a c e s ,  w a s  l a r g e l y  t h a t  of swine,  dogs 
and monkeys, whi le  t h e  *Fabr i ca t  con ta ined  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and 
f i g u r e s  from human d i s s e c t i o n s .  To unders tand  t h e  phenom- 
enon, almost  unique i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  s c i e n c e ,  of  a revolu-  
t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  e f f e c t e d  by so young a man, w e  must 
remember t h a t  from boyhood Vesa l iu s  had had a p e r f e c t  pas s ion  
f o r  d i s s e c t i n g .  A f t e r  devot ing  h i s  e n e r g i e s  t o  t h e  anatomy 
o f  t h e  domestic animals ,  he robbed graveyards  and t h e  gal lows 
f o r  human s k e l e t o n s ,  whi le  as e a r l y  as 1534-36, a s  p r o s e c t o r  
t o  Sy lv ius  and Gu in t e r iu s  i n  P a r i s ,  he had o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  
dissect t h e  human body. H i s  r e p u t a t i o n  must have been re- 
markable, a s  a t  t h e  age of 23 he w a s  appoin ted  P ro fe s so r  a t  
Padua, one of  t h e  l e a d i n g  schoo l s  o f  Europe. The 'Fabr ica9  
remains a monument of human e f f o r t ,  one of  t h e  greatest i n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of  o u r  profess ion."  

[w. 0.1 



567. Andreae Vesalii ,  Bruxellensis, Scholae 
medicorum Patauinae professoris,  de Humani 
corporis fabr ica  Libri  septem. Basileae, 
(ex o f f .  Iohannis Oporini, 1543). 

568. The same. Basil. ,  per 10. Oporinum, 
(1555). 

585. Radicis Chynae V s u s .  Lugd., (excud. 
10. Frellonius),  1547. 

"The China-root is the root of Smilax 
china, a near r e l a t ive  of ~ a r s a m a , "  

[w. 0.1 

par&, Ambroise, 1510-1590. - 
"[par;] surely stands alone i n  the surgery of the  ren- 
aissance as an independent, or iginal  and inventive 
genius, and as a gentle, masterly and t rue  man." 
(Allbutt, no. 5624, p. 80.) 

[ W .  0.1 

660. OEuvres complbtes, accompagnQes de Notes 
historiques e t  c r i t iques ;  e t  pr6c6dQes dtune 
Introduction s u r  l tOrigine e t  l e s  Progres de 
l a  Chirurgie en Occident du 6e au 1 6 ~  s ihc le ,  
e t  s u r  l a  Vie e t  l e s  Ouvrages dtAmbroise 
pare', par J.-F. Malgaigne.. .3 tomes. Par,, 
1840-1. 

Harvey, William, 1578-1657. -- 
"Harvey returned t o  Greek method and became the founder 
of modern experimental physiology and the great glory of 
Br i t i sh  s c i e n t i f i c  medicine." 

[ I Y .  O.,  Aequanimitas.] 

"The De Motu Cordis const i tu tes  a unique piece of work i n  
the h s t o r y o m c i n e .  Nothing of the same type had 
appeared before. I t  is a thoroughly sensible,  s c i e n t i f i c  
study of a def in i te  problem, the solution of which was 
arrived a t  through the combination of accurate observation 
and ingenious experiment.... 

"It was reserved f o r  the immortal Harvey t o  put in to  practice 
the experimental method by which he demonstrated conclusively 
tha t  the blood moved i n  a c i r c l e .  The De Motu Cordis marks 
the f i n a l  break of the modern s p i r i t  w i a  t h e o m d i t i o n s . "  

[ W. O., Evolution of Modern Medicine. pp. 171, 172-173 .] 



701. The Anatomical E x e r c i s e s  o f  D r .  W i l l i a m  
Harvey c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  motion of t h e  H e a r t  and 
Blood. With t h e  P r e f a c e  of  Zachar iah  Wood. 
To which is added, Dr. James d e  Back, h i s  Dis- 
c o u r s e  of  t h e  Hear t .  Lond., p r .  f o r  R. Lowndes 
and M. G i l l i f l o w e r ,  1673. 

7698. The Anatomical E x e r c i s e s  of D r .  Wil l iam 
Harvey c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  motion of t h e  Heart and 
Blood. With t h e  P r e f a c e  of  Zachar iah  Wood. 
Lond. p r .  by F. Leach, f o r  R. Lowndes, 1653. 
The f i r s t  ed. o f  De  Motu, &, i n  Eng l i sh .  - 
717. Opera omnia: a C o l l e g i o  Medicorum Lond- 
i n e n s i  e d i t a :  1766. (Lond., 1766. ) 

S e r v e t u s  [ a l i as  -- ~ e v e s ]  Michael  V i l l a n o v a n u s ,  1511-1553. -- - 
"On October  27, [I5531 s h o r t l y  af ter  t w e l v e  o ' c l o c k ,  a pro- 
c e s s i o n  s t a r t e d  from t h e  town-hal l  of Geneva..,and i n  t h e i r  
midst ,  w i t h  arms bound, i n  shabby,  d i r t y  c l o t h e s ,  walked a 
man of midd le  age ,  whose i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c e  bore t h e  marks o f  
l o n g  suffer ing. . . .By h i s  side,  i n  e a r n e s t  e n t r e a t y ,  walked 
t h e  aged p a s t o r ,  Farel. . .Mounting t h e  h i l l ,  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
Champel w a s  r eached ,  and h e r e  o n  a s l i g h t  eminence w a s  t h e  
f a t e f u l  s t a k e ,  w i t h  t h e  d a n g l i n g  c h a i n s  and heap ing  b u n d l e s  
o f  f a g g o t s .  A t  t h i s  s i g h t  t h e  poor  v i c t i m  p r o s t r a t e d  him- 
s e l f  o n  t h e  ground i n  p r a y e r .  I n  r e p l y  t o  t h e  e x h o r t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  clergyman f o r  a s p e c i f i c  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h ,  t h e m  
was t h e  c r y ,  ' M i s e r i c o r d i a ,  m i s e r i c o r d i a !  J e s u ,  thou  Son o f  
t h e  e t e r n a l  God, have compassion upon me:' Bound t o  t h e  
stake by t h e  i r o n  c h a i n ,  w i t h  a c h a p l e t  of s t r a w  and g r e e n  
t w i g s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s u l p h u r  o n  h i s  head,  w i t h  h i s  l o n g  d a r k  
f a c e ,  it is s a i d  t h a t  h e  looked  l i k e  t h e  C h r i s t  i n  whose name 
he w a s  bound. Around h i s  w a i s t  were t i e d  a large bund le  o f  
manuscr ip t  and a t h i c k  o c t a v o  p ~ i n t e d  book. The t o r c h  w a s  
a p p l i e d ,  and as t h e  f l a m e s  s p r e a d  t o  t h e  s t r a w  and  s u l p h u r  
and f l a s h e d  i n  h i s  e y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a p i e r c i n g  c r y  t h a t  s t r u c k  
terror  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  b y s t a n d e r s .  The f a g g o t s  were 
g r e e n ,  t h e  b u r n i n g  was s l o w ,  and it w a s  l o n g  b e f o r e  i n  a l a s t  
agony h e  c r i e d  a g a i n ,  ' J e s u ,  thou  Son o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  God, 
have mercy upon me!' Thus died, i n  h i s  f o r t y - f o u r t h  y e a r ,  
Michael  S e r v e t u s  V i l l a n o v a n u s ,  p h y s i c i a n ,  p h y s i o l o g i s t ,  a n d  
h e r e t i c .  S t r a n g e ,  is it n o t ,  t h a t  c o u l d  h e  have cried, ' J e s u  
thou  E t e r n a l  Son o f  God!' even a t  t h i s  l a s t  moment, t h e  c h a i n s  
would have been unwound, t h e  c h a p l e t  removed, and t h e  f a g g o t s  
s c a t t e r e d ;  b u t  he  remained f a i t h f u l  u n t o  d e a t h  t o  what he  be- 
l i e v e d  w a s  t h e  T r u t h  as r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  Bible."  

[ W. O. ,  Michael  ~ e r v e t u s  . ] 



839. ~ h r i s t i a n i . l ( ~ m i  R e s t i t v ~ I T i o .  M.D. L I I I  . 1553 - 
[ r e p r i n t e d  17901. 

"The r e p r i n t  (page f o r  page) ,  w i t h  t h e  d a t e  
1790 (not  1791, as u s u a l l y  s t a t e d )  a t  t h e  
end, a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  p. 734...Extremely rare. 
T h i s  is a r e p r i n t  made i n  [ ~ u r e m b e r g ]  of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  o f  1553, o f  which most c o p i e s  were 
b u r n t  a long  w i t h  t h e  author.. . .In t h e  s m a l l  
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  book d e a l i n g  i n c i d e n t a l l y  w i t h  
physiology (pp. 169-78) o c c u r s  t h e  famous 
passage on  p. 170, i n  which t h e  lesser cir- 
c u l a t i o n  is f i r s t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  p r i n t . "  

Columbus, [biat thaeus]  Realdus ,  14941 or 15167-1559. 

897. De R e  Anatomica l i b r i  XV. Ven., ex typogr .  
Beui lacquae,  1559. 

"This is t h e  f i r s t  edi t ion. . . .Dedicated by 
Colombo's sons  (who s t a t e  t h a t  t h e i r  f a t h e r  
d i e d  wh i l e  t h e  work w a s  i n  t h e  p r e s s )  to  
P i u s  I V ,  who became pope i n  t h i s  year.... 
I n  many r e f e r e n c e  books t h e  d a t e  o f  
Colombots d e a t h  is e r roneous ly  g iven  as 
1577. The pa s sages  on t h e  pulmonary cir- 
c u l a t i o n  are i n  Bks. v i i  and x i ,  cap.  ii, 
pp. 177 and 223. " 

Desca r t e s ,  ~ e n 6  1596-1650. 
-8 

**It w a s  a ph i losopher  o f  ano the r  k idney,   en& Desca r t e s ,  
who d i d  more t h a n  anyone else to h e l p  men to  realize t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  way which Harvey had p o i n t e d  o u t .  
Tha t  t h e  beg inn ing  of wisdom was i n  doubt ,  n o t  i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  
was a nove l  d o c t r i n e  i n  t h e  world ,  b u t  Descartes w a s  no 
armchair  ph i l o sophe r ,  and h i s  s t r o n g  advocacy and p r a c t i c e  
o f  exper imenta t ion  had a profound i n f l u e n c e  i n  d i r e c t i n g  
men t o  *'la nouve l l e  methode." H e  brought  t h e  human body, 
t h e  e a r t h l y  machine, as h e  calls  it, i n t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  
mechanics and p h y s i c s ,  and he wrote t h e  f i r s t  t ex tbook  o f  
physiology,  De 1' Homme. 

[w. O., Evo lu t i on  o f  Modern Medicine. p. 174.1 

931. Renatus  Des C a r t e s  de  Homine f i g u r i s  e t  
L a t i n i t a t e  donatus  a F l o r e n t i o  Schuyl.  Lugd., 
Bat. ,  apud P. Le f f en  & F. Moyardum, 1662. 

932. The same. R e n a t i  Des-Cartes T r a c t a t u s  de  
Homine, e t  de  Formatione Foetus .  Quorum p r i o r  
n o t i s  p e r p e t u i s  Ludovic i  de  l a  Forge i l l u s t r a t u r .  
A m s t . ,  apud D. E l sev i r ium,  1677. 



Boyle, Robert ,  1627-1691. 

"It is a remarkable f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Engl i sh  
phi losopher  of t h e  s even teen th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  man who more 
than  anyone e l s e  o f  h i s  cen tu ry  app rec i a t ed  t h e  importance 
of t h e  exper imental  method, Robert  Boyle, had s a i d  t h a t  
he who could  d i scover  t h e  n a t u r e  of ferments  and fermenta- 
t i o n ,  would be more capab le  t h a n  anyone else of  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  c e r t a i n  d i s e a s e s  ." 

[ W .  O., Bvolution of Modern Medicine. p. 209.1 

942. New Experiments and Observat ions  touching  
Cold, or ,  An Experimental  H i s to ry  of  Cold, begun. 
Lond., p r .  for R. Davis,  Bookse l le r  i n  Oxf., 168 3/4. 

947. Memoirs f o r  t h e  Natura l  H i s to ry  of Humane 
Blood, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  S p i r i t  of t h a t  Liquor. Lond,, 
Pr  f o r  S. Smith, 168 3/4. 

952. Medicinal  Gxperiments: or,  A C o l l e c t i o n  of  
cho ice  and safe Remedies. Lond., p r ,  f o r  S. Smith 
(& B. Walford), 1693. 

Malpighi, Marcello,  1628-1694. 

990. De Viscerum S t r u c t u r a  E x e r c i t a t i o  anatomica. 
Accedit  D i s s e r t a t i o  eiusdem de Polypo Cordis.  
Bononiae, ex  typogr .  Iac. Monti j ,  1666. 

Sydenham, Thomas, 1624-1689. 

"Sydenham - Angliae lumen, as he has  been w e l l  c a l l e d  - 
is t h e  model p r a c t i c a l  phys ic ian  of  modern t i m e s . .  . . 
Sydenham broke w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  and went t o  na ture .  I t  is 
an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f a c t  t h a t  he cou ld  have been so emancipated 
from dogmas and t h e o r i e s  of a l l  s o r t s .  He l a i d  down t h e  
fundamental p ropos i t i on ,  and a c t e d  upon it, t h a t  "all  
d i s e a s e s  shou ld  be desc r ibed  as o b j e c t s  of  n a t u r a l  h i s to ryw. .  . , 
Sydenham l e d  us  back t o  Hippocrates ,  I would t h a t  w e  
c o u l d  be l e d  o f t e n e r  t o  Sydenhamtw 

"Sydenham w a s  c a l l e d  "a man of many doubts" and t h e r e i n  
l a y  t h e  s e c r e t  of  h i s  g r e a t  s t rength ."  

[w. O., B r i t i s h  Medicine i n  Grea t e r  ~ r i t a i n . ]  

994. Observat iones  medicae circa Morborum 
acutorum H i s t o r i a m  e t  Curationem...Lond., 
t y p i s  A. C., impens. Gualt .  K e t t i l b y ,  1676. 

1008. The Whole Works of,..Dr. Thomas Sydenham. 
Tr .  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  L a t i n ,  by John Pechy. Lond., 
p r ,  f o r  M. Wellington,  1696. 



"Peachy, Pechy, or Peche (1655-1716), New 
I n n  H a l l ,  Oxon., M . A .  1678,  p r a c t i s e d  i n  
t h e  C i t y  a t  t h e  Angel and Crown, r a t h e r  
as a n  a p o t h e c a r y  t h a n  as a p h y s i c i a n .  H e  
w a s  i n  h o t  water w i t h  t h e  C o l l e g e  abou t  
h i s  s i g n  and h i s  s h i l l i n g  f e e .  A f t e r  pub- 
l i s h i n g  a number o f  u s e l e s s  works he i s s u e d  
i n  1695 "a v i g o r o u s  and i d i o m a t i c  t r a n s l a -  
t i o n  of  ' t h e  whole works' of  Sydenhamt, 
which went th rough  e l e v e n  e d s .  t o  1740. 
He must n o t  be  confounded w i t h  John Pechey 
o f  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e ,  a Frenchman. See  D.N.B." 

[w. 0.1 

Haller, [ v i c t o r ]  Albrech t  - Von, 1708-1777. 

"Hailer l i v e s  I n  h i s  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and poems, and a h a l o  
o f  r emin i scence  s u r r o u n d s  him as one o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  
f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y :  ( a )  H i s  s c i e n t i f i c  work h a s  
l o n g  s i n c e  passed  i n t o  t h e  impersonal  s t a g e ,  b u t  t o  h i s  
c r e d i t  s t a n d  r e s e a r c h e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r a n k  i n  t h e  i r r i t a b i l i t y  
o f  muscle and ne rve ,  a demons t ra t ion  of t h e  myogenic t h e o r y  
o f  t h e  h e a r t ' s  a c t i o n ,  an admirab le  and a c c u r a t e  account  
o f  t h e  mechanics o f  r e s p i r a t i o n ,  and t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  modern 
t rea t ise  on Physio logy.  How many 'new' d i s c o v e r i e s  a r e  
adumbrated i n  h i s  works may be g a t h e r e d  from K r o n e c k e r t s  
'Haller r e d i v i v u s t  (no. 1172) .  (b )  Haller is t h e  g r e a t e s t  
b i b l i o g r a p h e r  i n  o u r  r a n k s .  Next t o  t h e  Index-Catalogue 
o f  t h e  Surgeon-General 's  L i b r a r y ,  h i s  works have been m o s t  
h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h i s  c a t a l o g u e .  To l e a r n i n g  
and judgement he  added t h a t  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  q u a l i t y  i n  a 
b i b l i o g r a p h e r ,  accuracy.  No one h a s  p a i d  a sounder  t r i b u t e  
of  a f f e c t i o n  t o  him t h a n  t h a t  i n i m i t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  James 
Atkinson i n  h i s  t w o - l e t t e r  B i b l i o g r a p h y  (no. 6874) ,  
p. 49. ( c )  A s  a poe t  Haller is i n  t h e  f i r s t  r a n k  o f  o u r  
med ica l  poets-"der  e d e l s t e  und t i e f s t e  und v o r  allem... 
d e r  w a h r s t e  u n t e r  den deu t schen  L y r i k e r n  und t r o t z  v i e l e r  
Hgr ten  s e i n e s  Ausdrucks . . .e iner  d e r  e r s t e n  Meister d e r  
Sprache" ( H i r z e l ,  no. 1167,  p. CDXXIX)." 

[w.  0.1 
1156. Opera minora emendata,  a u c t a ,  e t  r e n o v a t a ,  
Lausannae, 1762 (-8) . 
1162. B i b l i o t h e c a  C h i r u r g i c a .  Bernae ,  apud Em. 
Haller,  &c., 1774-5. 



Morgagni, Giovanni  B a t t i s t a ,  1682-1771. 

"To know a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  ana tomica l  changes  t h a t  t a k e  
p l a c e  i n  d i s e a s e  is o f  impor tance  bo th  f o r  d i a g n o s i s  
and f o r  t r e a t m e n t .  The man who c r e a t e d  t h e  s c i e n c e ,  
who t a u g h t  u s  t o  t h i n k  a n a t o m i c a l l y  of  d i s e a s e ,  was 
Morgagni, whose "De s e d i b u s  e t  c a u s i s  morborum p e r  
anatomen i n d a g a t i s "  is one of t h e  g r e a t  books i n  o u r  
l i t e r a t u r e .  Dur ing t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  
p r a c t i c e  of  making post-mortem examina t ions  had ex- 
t ended  g r e a t l y ,  and i n  "Sepulchretum anatomicum" of  
Bonetus (1679),  t h e s e  s c a t t e r e d  f ragments  are c o l l e c t e d .  
But t h e  work of Morgagni is  of  a d i f f e r e n t  t y p e ,  f o r  
i n  i t  are t h e  c l i n i c a l  and ana tomica l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  
an a b l e  p h y s i c i a n  d u r i n g  a l o n g  and a c t i v e  l i f e . "  

"The g r e a t  work which h a s  made h i s  name immorta l  i n  
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  appeared  i n  h i s  e i g h t i e t h  y e a r ,  and 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  accumulated e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a l o n g  l i f e .  
Though w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  form o f  l e t t e r s ,  t h e  work is 
a r r a n g e d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  and h a s  an  i n d e x  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  
v a l u e .  . . . I t  is n o t  t h e  ana tomica l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a l o n e  
t h a t  make t h e  work o f  unusua l  v a l u e ,  b u t  t h e  combinat ion 
of  c l i n i c a l  w i t h  a n a t o m i c a l  r e c o r d s  ." 

[w.  O. ,  E v o l u t i o n  o f  Modern Medicine. pp. 185, 188.1 

1178. De S e d i b u s ,  e t  C a u s i s  Morborum p e r  
Anatomen i n d a g a t i s ,  l i b r i  quinque....Tomi 
2 . . . .  Ven., 1761. 

1180. The S e a t s  and Causes of  Diseases i n -  
v e s t i g a t e d  by Anatomy; i n  f i v e  books,  con- 
t a i n i n g  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of  D i s s e c t i o n s ,  w i t h  
remarks. . .Tr .  from t h e  L a t i n  ... by Benjamin 
Alexander.  I n  3 v o l s .  Lond., 1769. 

Hunter ,  John 
-9 

"But t h e  man who combined t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  V e s a l i u s ,  Harvey 
and Morgagni i n  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n a l i t y  w a s  John Hunter .  
H e  was, i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a n a t u r a l i s t  t o  whom p a t h o l o g i c a l  
p r o c e s s e s  were o n l y  a s m a l l  p a r t  of  a s tupendous  whole,  gov- 
e r n e d  by l a w ,  which, however, c o u l d  never  be unders tood  u n t i l  
t h e  f a c t s  had been accumula ted ,  t a b u l a t e d  and s y s t e m a t i z e d .  
By h i s  example, by h i s  p r o d i g i o u s  i n d u s t r y ,  and by h i s  
s u g g e s t i v e  exper iments  he l e d  men a g a i n  i n t o  t h e  o l d  p a t h s  
of  A r i s t o t l e ,  Galen and Harvey. H e  made a l l  t h i n k i n g  
p h y s i c i a n s  n a t u r a l i s t s ,  and he  l e n t  a d i g n i t y  t o  t h e  s t u d y  
o f  o r g a n i c  l i f e ,  and r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  a close union between 
medic ine  and t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .  

[W. O. ,  E v o l u t i o n  o f  Modern Medicine.  p. 197.1 



1222. O b s e r v a t i o n s  on c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
Animal OEconomy. Lond., 1786. 

1225. A p r a c t i c a l  T r e a t i s e  on t h e  Diseases 
o f  t h e  Teeth.; i n t e n d e d  as a Supplement t o  
t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  of t h o s e  P a r t s .  Lond., 
1778. 

1227. A T r e a t i s e  on t h e  Venerea l  D i s e a s e .  
Lond., 1786. 

1230. A T r e a t i s e  on t h e  Blood,  Inf lammat ion,  
and gun-shot Wounds. To which is p r e f i x e d ,  
A s h o r t  accoun t  o f  t h e  Author ' s  l i f e ,  by h i s  
brother- in- law,  Evera rd  Home. Lond., 1794. 

Jenner  , Edward, 1749-1823. 

"A vague n o t i o n  had p r e v a i l e d  among t h e  d a i r i e s  f rom t i m e  
immemorial t h a t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  [cowpox] w a s  a p r e v e n t i v e  of 
t h e  smal lpox.  J e n n e r  p u t  t h e  matter t o  t h e  t es t  of e x p e r i -  
ment. L e t  m e  q u o t e  h e r e  h i s  own words: 'The first e x p e r i -  
ment w a s  made upon a l a d  o f  t h e  name o f  Ph ipps ,  i n  whose 
arm a l i t t l e  v a c c i n e  v i r u s  w a s  i n s e r t e d ,  t a k e n  f rom t h e  
hand o f  a young woman who had been a c c i d e n t a l l y  i n f e c t e d  
by a cow. Notwi ths tand ing  t h e  resemblance  w i t h  t h e  p u s t u l e ,  
t h u s  e x c i t e d  on  t h e  boy 's  a r m ,  b o r e  t o  v a r i o l o u s  i n o c u l a t i o n ,  
y e t  as t h e  i n d i s p o s i t i o n  a t t e n d i n g  it w a s  b a r e l y  p e r c e p t i b l e ,  
I c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  pe r suade  myself t h e  p a t i e n t  w a s  s e c u r e  
f r o m  t h e  Smal l  Pox. However, on h i s  b e i n g  i n o c u l a t e d  some 
months a f t e r w a r d s ,  it proved t h a t  he  w a s  s e c u r e .  ' The 
r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  exper iments  were p u b l i s h e d  i n  a famous 
s m a l l  q u a r t o  volume i n  1798. From t h i s  date smal lpox h a s  
been under  c o n t r o l .  Thanks to  J e n n e r ,  n o t  a s i n g l e  p e r s o n  
i n  t h i s  aud ience  is pockmarked:" 

[w.  O., E v o l u t i o n  o f  Modern Medicine. p. 199.1 

1251. An I n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  Causes  and E f f e c t s  o f  
t h e  V a r i o l a e  Vaccinae ,  a D i s e a s e  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  
some o f  t h e  Western C o u n t i e s  o f  England,  par -  
t i c u l a r l y  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e ,  and  known by t h e  name 
of t h e  Cow Pox...Lond., 1798. 

1252. The s a m e .  2nd ed.  Lond, 1800. 



Bichat , [Marie ~ r a n q o i s ]  Xavier , 1771-1802. 

"The man who gave t h e  g r e a t e s t  impetus t o  t h e  s tudy of 
s c i e n t i f i c  medicine a t  t h i s  time was Bichat ,  who pointed 
o u t  t h a t  t h e  pa thologica l  changes i n  d i sease  were no t  s o  
much i n  t h e  organs a s  i n  t i s s u e s .  H i s  s t u d i e s  l a i d  t h e  
foundation of  modern h is to logy.  He separa ted  t h e  ch ie f  
c o n s t i t u e n t  elements of t h e  body i n t o  var ious  t i s s u e s  
possessing d e f i n i t e  physical  and v i t a l  q u a l i t i e s .  'Sensi- 
b i l i t y  and c o n t r a c t a b i l i t y  a r e  t h e  fundamental q u a l i t i e s  
of l i v i n g  mat ter  and of t h e  l i f e  of our  t i s s u e s . '  Thus 
Bichat s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  v i t a l  f o r c e s  " v i t a l  proper t ies" ,  
t h a t  is t o  say ,  a s e r i e s  of v i t a l  f o r c e s  inherent  i n  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  t i s s u e s .  H i s  Anatomie Generale, published i n  
1802, gave an ext raordinary  s t imulus  t o  t h e  s tudy of t h e  
f i n e r  processes  of d isease ,  and h i s  famous Recherches 
s u r  l a  Vie e t  s u r  l a  Mort (1800), d e a l t  a deathblow t o  
X d  i a t r o m e ~ a f i a ~ a ~ a t r o c h e m i c a l  views. " 

[ W. O., Evolution of  Modern Medicine. p. 201. ] 

1301. Anatomie gQne'rale, applique'e h l a  Phy- 
s i o l o g i e  e t  b l a  ~e 'decine. . .B p t i e ,  tomes 1-2; 
2 p t i e ,  tomes 3-4. Par.,  an X (1801). 

1302. T r a i t e  d' Anatomie desc r ip t ive .  5 tomes. 
Par., an X (1801)-an X I 1  (1803). 

Laennec , - ~ e n 6  ~ h e b p h i l e  Hyacinthe , 1781-1826. 

"It  w a s  a pupi l  of Corvisar t ,  Rene Theophilo Laennec, who 
l a i d  t h e  foundation of modern c l i n i c a l  medicine....Influenced 
by Corv i sa r t ,  he began t o  combine t h e  accura te  s tudy of 
c a s e s  i n  t h e  wards with anatomical i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
dead-house. Before Laennec, t h e  examination of a p a t i e n t  
had been l a r g e l y  by sense  of s i g h t ,  supplemented by t h a t  of 
touch, as i n  e s t ima t ing  t h e  degree of f eve r ,  o r  t h e  
cha rac te r  of t h e  pulse....The discovery of a u s c u l t a t i o n  by 
Laennec. and t h e  ~ u b l i c a t i o n  of h i s  work De 1 'Auscul tat ion 
~ e d i a t e ;  1819,-marked an e r a  i n  t h e  s t u d y T f  medicine. The 
c l i n i c a l  recogni t ion  of ind iv idua l  d i seases  had made real ly 
very l i t t l e  progress;  with t h e  s te thoscope  begins t h e  day - 
of physical  diagnosis .  The c l i n i c a l  pathology of t h e  h e a r t ,  
lungs and abdomen w a s  revolu t ionized .  Laennec's book is 
i n  t h e  category of t h e  e i g h t  o r  t e n  g r e a t e s t  con t r ibu t ions  
t o  t h e  sc ience  of medicine. H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of tube rcu los i s  
i s  perhaps t h e  most master ly chapter  i n  c l i n i c a l  medicine. 
This  r evo lu t ion  w a s  e f f e c t e d  by a simple extension of t h e  
Hippocratic method from t h e  bed t o  t h e  dead-house, and by 
c o r r e l a t i n g  t h e  s i g n s  and symptoms of a d i sease  with its 
anatomical appearances ." 

[ W. 0 ,  , Evolution of Modern Medicine, pp, 203-204, ] 



Bright ,  

1318. De l t A u s c u l t a t i o n  mgdiate ou ~ r a i t 6  du 
Diagnos t ic  d e s  Maladies des  Poumons e t  du C o e u r ,  
fond6 pr inc ipa lement  s u r  c e  nouveau moyen 
d texplora t ion . .  .2 tomes. Par. ,  1819. 

1319. ~ r a i t e '  de l t A u s c u l t a t i o n  me'diate e t  des  
Maladies des  Poumons e t  du Coeur...Seconde Bd., 
ent igrement  refondue.  2 tomes. Par . ,  1826. 

1320. The same. 3e ed. augmentee de n o t e s  p a r  
Meriadec Laennec, 3 tomes. Par., 1831. 

1322. The same. Avec les no te s  e t  a d d i t i o n s  
de M. M. Laennec. 4e 6d. .  . .augmentee p a r  M. 
Andral . . .3 tomes. Par .  , 1837. 

Richard,  1789-1858. 

"Everywhere t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  d i s e a s e  by c l i n i c a l -  
pa tho log ica l  methods widened enormously t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  
powers of  t h e  phys ic ian .  By t h i s  method Richard Br igh t ,  
i n  1836, opened a new c h a p t e r  on t h e  r e l a t i o n  of  t h e  
kidney t o  dropsy, and to  albuminous u r ine . . . . I t  w a s  
no t  u n t i l  B r igh t  began a c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  
bodies  o f  p a t i e n t s  who had p re sen ted  t h e s e  symptoms, 
t h a t  he d i scovered  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  forms of 
d i s e a s e s  of  t h e  kidney w i t h  anasa rca  and albuminous 
ur ine ."  

[w. O., Evolut ion of Modern Medicine. p ,  204.1 

1340. Reports  of  Medical Cases, s e l e c t e d  
wi th  a view of i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  Symptoms 
and Cure of  Diseases  by a r e f e r e n c e  t o  Mor- 
b i d  Anatomy. V o l ,  1. Lond., 1827. 

"Vol .  I beg ins  w i th  t h e  series of  
c a s e s  on which Br igh t  based h i s  
"s ta tements  and c o n j e c t u r e s  re- 
ga rd ing  t h e  dependence of  a p e c u l i a r  
class of  Dropsies  on d i s e a s e  and 
i r r i t a t i o n  of t h e  Kidneys" ( p r e f . -  
p. v i i i ) . "  

1342. T r a v e l s  from Vienna through Lower Hungary; 
w i th  some remarks on t h e  s ta te  of  Vienna du r ing  
t h e  Congress, i n  t h e  yea r  1814. Edinb. &c., 
1818. 



ANAESTHESIA 

Morton, ~ [ i l l i a m ]  T. G., 1819-1868. 

"Before O c t .  16, 1846, s u r g i c a l  a n a e s t h e s i a  d i d  n o t  
e x i s t ;  w i t h i n  a few months it became a world-wide 
p rocedure ;  and t h e  f u l l  c r e d i t  f o r  its i n t r o d u c t i o n  
must be  g i v e n  t o  Morton, who, o n  t h e  d a t e  mentioned,  
demons t ra ted  a t  t h e  Massachuse t t s  Genera l  H o s p i t a l  
t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  and s a f e t y  o f  e t h e r  a n a e s t h e s i a .  On 
t h e  p r i o r i t y  q u e s t i o n ,  l e t  m e  q u o t e  t w o  a p p r o p r i a t e  
pa ragraphs :  ' H e  becomes t h e  t r u e  d i s c o v e r e r  who es- 
t a b l i s h e s  t h e  t r u t h ;  and t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  t r u t h  is t h e  
g e n e r a l  accep tance .  Whoever, t h e r e f o r e ,  resumes t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  n e g l e c t e d  or r e p u d i a t e d  d o c t r i n e ,  
e l i c i t s  its t r u e  demons t ra t ion ,  and d i s c o v e r s  and 
e x p l a i n s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  errors which have l e d  t o  
its tac i t  or d e c l a r e d  r e j e c t i o n ,  may c e r t a i n l y  and 
c o n f i d e n t l y  await t h e  acknowledgments o f  h i s  r i g h t  i n  
its d i s c o v e r y '  (Owen, On t h e  a r c h e t y p e  and homologies 
o f  t h e  v e r t e b r a t e  s k e l e t o n ,  Lond., 1848,  p. 7 6 ) .  
' I n  s c i e n c e  t h e  c r e d i t  goes  t o  t h e  man who c o n v i n c e s  
t h e  wor ld ,  n o t  t o  t h e  man t o  whom t h e  i d e a  f i r s t  o c c u r s '  
( F r a n c i s  Darwin, Eugenics  Review, 1914).  Morton con- 
v i n c e d  t h e  wor ld ;  t h e  c r e d i t  is h i s .  O s l e r ,  no. 1365, 
p. 2. 

'Boston,  Nov. 21, 1846...The s ta te  s h o u l d ,  I t h i n k ,  be  
c a l l e d  a n a e s t h e s i a .  T h i s  s i g n i f i e s  i n s e n s i b i l i t y ,  more 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  ( a s  used  by Linnaeus  and C u l l e n )  t o  o b j e c t s  
of  touch.  The a d j e c t i v e  w i l l  be  a n a e s t h e t i c .  Thus w e  
might  s a y ,  t h e  ' s tate  o f  a n a e s t h e s i a ' ,  or t h e  ' a n a e s t h e t i c  
state ' .  The means employed would be p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  t h e  
' a n t i - a e s t h e t i c  a g e n t ' .  Pe rhaps  it might  be a l l o w a b l e  
t o  s a y  ' a n a e s t h e t i c  a g e n t ' ;  b u t  t h i s  a d m i t s  o f  q u e s t i o n  
(0. W. H o l m e s  t o  Morton.)" 

[w. 0.1 
1355. Bigelow, Henry Jacob ,  1818-1890. I n s e n s i b i l i t y  
d u r i n g  t h e  S u r g i c a l  O p e r a t i o n s  produced by I n h a l a t i o n .  
Read b e f o r e  t h e  Boston S o c i e t y  o f  Medical  Improvement, 
Nov. 9 t h ,  1846,  an a b s t r a c t  hav ing  been p r e v i o u s l y  
r e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  American Academy o f  A r t s  and S c i e n c e s ,  
Nov. 3 d ,  1846.. .Boston, 1846. Boston Med. and Surg. 
J r n l . ,  no. 1 6  of  v o l .  35, 18 Nov., 1846 ( a t  p. 309;  
w i t h  e d i t o r i a l  n o t e ,  ' O p e r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  P a i n ' ,  on 
p. 324) .  

1357. The Boston Medical  and S u r g i c a l  J o u r n a l .  
V o l .  35 (Aug.-Jan.). Boston,  1846-7. 

**When t h i s  long-looked-for  volume a r r i v e d  
i n  December, 1919, towards  t h e  end o f  h i s  
l a s t  i l l n e s s ,  S i r  Wm. O s l e r  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  



fo l lowing  no te  be i n s c r i b e d  i n  it: A l l  
t h i n g s  come t o  him who wai ts-but  it w a s  
a p r e t t y  c l o s e  shave t h i s  t i m e !  
S t a r t  w i th  t h e  documents t h a t  magnetized 
i n t o  l i f e  an a n c i e n t  p rac t i ce - these  Pam- 
p h l e t s  of Morton's, Bigelow's paper ,  Warren's 
paper ,  and vo l .  XXXV of t h e  Boston Medical 
and S u r g i c a l  Jou rna l .  Put  t h e s e  t o g e t h e r  
as t h e  blas toderm from which t h e  enormous 
l i t e r a t u r e  has  developed. (Os le r ,  no. 1365, 
p.4.) " 

Davy, Sir Humphry, 1778-1829. - 
1382. Researches,  chemical  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l ;  c h i e f l y  
concerning Ni t rous  Oxide, o r  Deph log i s t i ca t ed  Ni t rous  
A i r ,  and its Resp i r a t i on .  Lond., 1800. 

" A s  n i t r o u s  ox ide  i n  its e x t e n s i v e  opera- 
t i o n  appears  capable  of des t roy ing  p h y s i c a l  
p a i n ,  it may probably be used w i t h  advantage 
du r ing  s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  which no g r e a t  
e f f 'us ion  of blood t a k e s  p l ace  ." (p. 556. ) 

[w.  0.1 

Bernard, Claude, 1813-1878. 

"One of  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  
t o  s c i e n t i f i c  medicine was t h e  d i scovery  of t h e  i n t e r n a l  
s e c r e t i o n s  of o rgans .  The b a s i c  work on t h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  
done by Claude Bernard...More than  any o t h e r  man of  h i s  
gene ra t ion ,  Claude Bernard a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  importance of 
experiment i n  p r a c t i c a l  medicine. For him t h e  exper imenta l  
phys ic ian  w a s  t h e  phys i c i an  of  t h e  f u t u r e  - a view w e l l  
borne o u t  by t h e  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  epoch-making work has  had 
on t h e  t r ea tmen t  of d i s ease .  H i s  s t u d i e s  on t h e  glycogenic  
f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  l i v e r  opened t h e  way f o r  t h e  modern f r u i t f u l  
r e s e a r c h e s  on t h e  i n t e r n a l  s e c r e t i o n s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  g lands .  

[Iv. O.,  Evolut ion of Modern Medicine. p. 215.) 

1507. L e ~ o n s  de Phys io log ie  exp6rimentale  appl iqu6e 
\ a l a  ~ g d e c i n e ,  f  a i t e s  au co l lQge  de France.  Cours 
du semes t re  d 'h iver  1854-1855: Cours du semes t re  
d t 6 t 6  1855. Par . ,  &c., 1855-6. 



P a s t e u r  , 

"These 'Le$onst and t h o s e  on  t h e  * L i q u i d e s  
d e  l t o r g a n i s m e t  (no. 1510)  c o n t a i n  B e r n a r d ' s  
c lassical  work o n  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a n c r e a s ,  
l i v e r ,  and  g a s t r i c  g l a n d s .  H i s  f i r s t  communica- 
t i o n  on  t h e  g l y c o g e n i c  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i v e r ,  
'De l a  pre 'sence du s u c r e  dans  l e  f o i e t ,  w a s  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  1848 as a b r i e f  n o t e  i n  t h e  Comptes 
r e n d u s  de  l t A c a d .  d e s  Sc . ,  v o l e  27,  p .  514." 

1511. I n t r o d u c t i o n  h l t e ' t u d e  d e  l a  ~ Q d e c i n e  
e x p 6 r i m e n t a l e .  P a r .  &c., 1865. 

L o u i s ,  

" I n  December o f  t h e  same y e a r  (1857) P a s t e u r  p r e s e n t e d  
t o  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  i n  P a r i s  a p a p e r  on A l c o h o l i c  
F e r m e n t a t i o n  i n  which he  conc luded  t h a t  ' t h e  d e d u p l i c a t i o n  
o f  s u g a r  i n t o  a l c o h o l  and  c a r b o n i c  a c i d  is c o r r e l a t i v e  t o  
a phenomenon o f  l i f e t .  A new era i n  med ic ine  d a t e s  f rom 
t h e s e  two p u b l i c a t i o n s .  The s t o r y  o f  P a s t e u r t s  l i f e  is 
one  o f  t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  human l i t e r a t u r e  and ,  as a r e c o r d  
o f  achievement  and of  n o b i l i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  is almost 
w i t h o u t  a n  e q u a l .  O s l e r ,  No. 6260, p. 206." 

"The *M;moire s u r  l a  F e r m e n t a t i o n  a l c o o l i q u e t  is i n  t h e  
Comptes r e n d u s ,  2 1  Dec., 1857,  v o l .  45. pp. 1032-6, 
and  i n  its f i n a l  form, i n  Ann. d e  c h i m i e  e t  d e  phys . ,  
1860,  v o l .  58, p. 323.  

1534. Me'moire s u r  l a  F e r m e n t a t i o n  appele)e L a c t i q u e .  
Ann. de  c h i m i e  e t  d e  phys.  3e sgr., t. 52,  1858. 

& 

1547. E t u d e s  s u r  l e  Vin,,ses Malad ies ,  Causes  
q u i  l e s  p rovoquen t ,  ~ r o c e d g s  nouveaux pour  l e  
c o n s e r v e r  e t  pour  l e  v i e i l l i r  ... P a r . ,  1866. 

1548. The same. 2e gd. ,  r e v u e  e t  augmentge. 
Pa r . ,  1873. 

1549. g t u d e s  s u r  l a  Maladie  d e s  V e r s  \a S o i e ,  
moyen p r a t i q u e  a s su re )  d e  l a  c o m b a t t r e  e t  d t e n  
p r & e n i r  l e  r e t o u r .  .. 2tomes .... P a r . ,  1870. 

@ 

1550. E t u d e s  s u r  l a  ~ i & r , e , ,  ses M a l a d i e s ,  Causes ,  
q u i  les p rovoquen t ,  P rocede  pour  l a  r e n d r e  i n a l t e r a b l e ,  
avec  une ~ h g o r i e  n o u v e l l e  d e  l a  Fe rmen ta t ion . . .  
P a r . ,  1876. 

1551. S t u d i e s  on  F e r m e n t a t i o n :  t h e  D i s e a s e s  o f  
Bee r ,  t h e i r  Causes ,  and  t h e  means o f  p r e v e n t i n g  
them. A t r l . . . . B y  Frank  F a u l k n e r  and D. C o n s t a b l e  
Robb. Lond., 1879. 



Darwin, C h a r l e s  Rober t ,  1809-1882. 

"Then w i t h  t h e  O r i g i n  o f  S p e c i e s  came t h e  awakening, and 
t h e  t h e o r y  o f  e Y E E E i o ~ h a s  n o t  o n l y  changed t h e  e n t i r e  
a s p e c t  o f  b i o l o g y ,  b u t  has  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  e v e r y  depar tment  
o f  human thought ."  

[w .  O . ,  The Leaven o f  S c i e n c e . ]  

1566. On t h e  O r i g i n  o f  S p e c i e s  by means o f  N a t u r a l  
S e l e c t i o n ,  or t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  Favoured Races i n  
t h e  S t r u g g l e  f o r  L i f e ,  Lond., 1859. 

"Poul ton  c a l l e d  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s t o r y  o f  
t h e  b e a r ,  p. 184 o f  t h i s  volume, by which one  
c a n  t e l l  t h e  e a r l y  i m p r e s s i o n  ( f i r s t  1 , 2 5 0  
c o p i e s ) .  Darwin w a s  c h a f f e d  abou t  t h i s  s t o r y  
and changed it i n  t h e  second  p r i n t i n g . "  

[w.  0.1 

Wallace, A l f r e d  R u s s e l ,  1823-1913. 

1617. C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  N a t u r a l  
S e l e c t i o n .  A series o f  e s s a y s .  Lond., 1870. 

Virchow, Rudolf [ ~ u d w i g  - ~ a r l ]  , 1821-1902. 

"Virchowvs l i f e  work h a s  been t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  
o f  d i s e a s e ,  and i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  w e  r e v e r e  him as t h e  
g r e a t e s t  m a s t e r  t h a t  h a s  appeared  among u s  s i n c e  John 
Hunter....The i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  work h a s  been deep and 
f a r - r e a c h i n g ,  and i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r  h a s  been f e l t  
by e a c h  one  o f  us." 

[w.  O. ,  Rudolph Virchow, t h e  man and t h e  s t u d e n t . ]  

1624. D i e  C e l l u l a r p a t h o l o g i e  i n  i h r e r  ~ e ~ r i n d u n g  
auf p h y s i o l o g i s c h e  und p a t h o l o g i s c h e  Gewebelehre. 
Zwanzig Vorlesungen g e h a l t e n  wahrend d e r  Monate 
Feb.,  MIrz, und Apr. 1858 i m  p a t h o l o g i s c h e n  In-  
s t i t u t e  zu B e r l i n .  B e r l . ,  1858. 

"Virchow is t h e  f a t h e r  o f  modern path-  
o logy ,  n o t  s imply  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
u l t i m a t e  s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  d e a l t  
w i t h  i n  t h i s  work, b u t  as t h e  founder  
o f  t h e  pa tho logy  of  d i s o r d e r e d  f u n c t i o n ,  
which a p p l i e s  t h e  f a c t s  o f  s c i e n c e  t o  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  d i s e a s e .  H i s  
p o i n t  o f  view may b e s t  be  had from t h e  



a r t i c l e  'Ueber d i e  Standpunkte i n  d e r  
w i s senscha f t l i chen  Medizinl i n  t h e  f i r s t  
number (1847) of  h i s  famous lArchivl  . 
I have given i n  no. 1663 my impress ions  
of t h e  g r e a t  master ,  wi th  whom I had 
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of working i n  t h e  autumn 
semester  of  1873 and i n  t h e  summer 
semester  of  1884. My set  of  t h e  lArchivl  
w a s  l e f t  i n  Ph i l ade lph ia .  

[w. 0.1 

1631. D i e  krankhaf ten Geschwulste. D r e i s s i g  
Vorlesungen, gehalten...1862-1863 an d e r  
U n i v e r s i t f t  zu B e r l i n .  Bde. 1-2. Ber l . ,  
1863 1-51. 

L i s t e r ,  Joseph,  1st Baron, 1827-1912. 

"I have j u s t  come from t h e  Abbey s e r v i c e  - t h e  most 
s p l e n d i d  t r i b u t e  eve r  p a i d  t o  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and s o  
r i c h l y  deserved i n  t h e  person of  Joseph L i s t e r ,  one 
of  t h e  g r e a t e s t  bene fac to r s  of  humanity." 

[w. O., Quote i n  Gushing's L i f e .  v.2, p. 308.1 

1675. The c o l l e c t e d  papers  of  Joseph, Baron 
L i s t e r .  I n  2 vo l s .  Oxf., 1909. For t h e  f i r s t  
papers  on t h e  A n t i s e p t i c  P r i n c i p l e ,  r e p r i n t e d  
f r o m  t h e  Lancet ,  1867, s e e  vo l .  ii, pp. i and 
37. 

Koch, Robert ,  1843-1910. 

"Koch is r e a l l y  o u r  medical  Galileo, who, by means o f  a 
new technique,  - pure  c u l t u r e s  and i s o l a t e d  s t a i n i n g ,  - 
i n t roduced  u s  t o  a new world. I n  1878 [ i n ]  h i s  s tudy  on 
t h e  "AEtiology of  Wound Infec t ions , " . . .he  w a s  a b l e  t o  
demonstrate conc lus ive ly  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  micro- 
organisms wi th  t h e  d i sease .  Upon ... memorable r e s e a r c h e s  
made by a count ry  doc to r  r e s t s  t h e  modern s c i e n c e  of  
bac te r io logy . .  . . 
"It is no t  too much t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  demonstra t ion by 
Koch of  t h e  " b a c i l l u s  t u b e r c u l o s i s "  (1882) is, i n  its 
fa r - reach ing  r e s u l t s ,  one of t h e  m o s t  momentous d i s -  
c o v e r i e s  eve r  made. 
[w. O., Evolut ion o f  Modern Medicine. pp. 209. 211-212 
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1686. Die  X t i o l o g i e  d e r  Mi lzbrand-Krankhei t ,  
beg runde t  auf  d i e  E n t w i c k l u n g s g e s c h i c h t e  d e s  
B a c i l l u s  A n t h r a c i s  (1876).  E i n g e l e i t e t  von 
M. F i c k e r .  H i e r z u  I T a f e l .  L e i p z . ,  1910.  
K l a s s i k e r  d e r  Med., h e r a u s g .  V. K .  S u d h o f f ,  Bd. 
9 .  R e p r i n t e d  from F .  Cohn's B e i t r .  z .  B i o l .  d .  
P f l a n z e n ,  1876-7, v o l .  2 ,  pp. 277-310. 

1687. Untersuchungen u b e r  d i e  A e t i o l o g i e  d e r  
Wundinfektionskrankheiten. L e i p z . ,  1878.  

1688. Ueber d i e  A e t i o l o g i e  d e r  T u b e r c u l o s e .  
(Wiesbaden, 1882 . )  Verhandl .  d .  Congr.  f .  
i n n .  Medecin, I. Congress ,  Wiesbaden, 20- 
22. A p r i l  1882.  A resume,  by Koch, o f  h i s  
r e s e a r c h e s ,  w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n  by A u f r e c h t ,  
Klebs  and o t h e r s ,  pp. 56-79. Koch t s  pre-  
v i o u s  p a p e r ,  'Die A e t i o l o g i e  d e r  T u b e r c u l o s e ' ,  
i n  which he  announced t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  
t u b e r c l e  b a c i l l u s  and f o r m u l a t e d  h i s  ' p o s t u l a t e s '  
f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p a t h o g e n i c  n a t u r e  
o f  a micro-organism, w a s  r e a d  Mar. 24,  and  pub- 
l i s h e d  A p r i l  1 0 ,  1882,  i n  t h e  B e r l .  k l i n .  
Wochensch., x ix ,  pp. 221-30. 

Roentgen,  Wilhelm Conrad,  

"To o b s e r v a t i o n  and r e a s o n e d  t h o u g h t ,  t h e  Greek added 
e x p e r i m e n t ,  b u t  neve r  f u l l y  u s e d  it i n  b i o l o g y ,  an  
i n s t r u m e n t  which h a s  made s c i e n c e  p r o d u c t i v e ,  and  t o  
which t h e  modern w o r l d  o w e s  its c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Our 
eve ryday  e x i s t e n c e  depends  o n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  p u r e  s c i e n c e  by men who had  no o t h e r  
m o t i v e s  t h a n  a s e a r c h  f o r  knowledge o f  N a t u r e ' s  l a w s ,  
a d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s  which B u r n e t  claims t o  b e  t h e  d i s -  
t i n c t i v e  g i f t  o f  H e l l a s  t o  humanity.  With t h e  d i s c o v e r y  
of i n d u c e d  c u r r e n t s  Fa raday  had  no t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  dynamo. 
Crookes t  t u b e s  w e r e  a p l a y t h i n g  u n t i l  Roentgen t u r n e d  
them i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  u s e  w i t h  t h e  X-rays." 

[w.  O., The Old  Humani t i e s  and t h e  New S c i e n c e . ]  

1700. Ueber e i n e  neue A r t  von S t r a h l e n .  
( ~ o r l a u f i g e  M i t t h e i l u n g .  ) ( ~ u r z b u r g ,  1896.  ) 
Dated  Dec., 1895. Repr .  f r .  S i t z u n g s b e r i c h t e  
d e r  ~ u r z b u r g e r  Physika1.-med. G e s e l l s c h a f t ,  
1895. Fol lowed i n  same v o l . ,  bv ' ~ o r t s e t z u n g * ,  
d a t e d  9  Marz, 1896,  also from t h e  S i t z u n g s b e r i c h t e ,  
' J a h r g a n g  1895 ' ,  and  w i t h  t i t l e - p a g e  'E ine  neue 
A r t  von S t r a h l e n .  11. M i t t h e i l u n g .  Von Dr.  
Wilhelm Konrad Rontgen'  , ~ G r z b u r g ,  1896. 



"Show m e  h i s  f r i e n d s  and I t h e  man s h a l l  know; 
T h i s  wiser t u r n  a l a r g e r  wisdom l ends :  
Show me  t h e  books he l o v e s  and I s h a l l  know 
The man f a r  better t h a n  through mor ta l  f r i e n d s . "  

POSTLUDE 

"An Evening Among t h e  Booksw w a s  conce ived  by 
M i s s  Ruth Mann, L i b r a r i a n  of t h e  H i s t o r y  of Medicine 
C o l l e c t i o n ,  as a way of  r ecogn iz ing  t h e  f i f t i e t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p h y s i c i a n ,  S i r  
W i l l i a m  O s l e r .  A l l  o f  u s  i n  o u r  careers have t r i e d  
t o  emulate someone l i v i n g  or dead whom w e  have g r e a t l y  
admired. Some o f  u s  h e r e  t o n i g h t  f e e l  t h a t  way about  
S i r  W i l l i a m .  

O s l e r  r e t a i n e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  books and l ibraries 
a l l  of h i s  l i f e .  A s  h i s  own l i b r a r y  developed he  con- 
s i d e r e d  its e d u c a t i o n a l  va lue  as w e l l  as its l i t e r a r y  
and h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t .  I t  is a great l i b r a r y  and he 
grouped t h e  books i n t o  e i g h t  g e n e r a l  d i v i s i o n s .  The 
f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  he called B i b l i o t h e c a  Prima. H e  
a r r anged  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  order t h e  books from h i s  
l i b r a r y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  impor tan t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  
t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  s c i e n c e  i n c l u d i n g  medicine.  I t  is 
t h i s  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  t h a t  we  are concerned w i t h  t h i s  
evening.  A number of  books t h a t  w e r e  i n  S i r  W i l l i a m ' s  
l i b r a r y  and d u p l i c a t e d  i n  o u r  ho ld ings  have been 
chosen f o r  d i s p l a y .  They are a l l  l i t e r a r y  landmarks 
of t h e  f i r s t  magnitude. O s l e r t s  comments about  t h e  
books and a u t h o r s  are inc luded .  The numbers are from 
t h e  pub l i shed  c a t a l o g u e  o f  h i s  l i b r a r y ,  The B i b l i o t h e c a  
Os l e r i ana .  

TEK 


