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¥hen, samc while »;9, it was suggested that 1 shonld address the Osler
Club thies evening, the subject which neturelly came tc m:v mind sz the most
suitable onc was thst of the sctucl preparsticn ef the setclogus of §ir William

Osler's library, the Bibliothocs Ogleriana. The possibility of being sble to

give you in addition wy impressiens of the instellation of the library at
Hontreal and ita Defication on May 29 had hapdly oocurred tc ms; but what
socned at Pirst & remote poaslibility developed, through an act of truse
Oslerisn kindness, into an sctusl reality; and fram sy 26 o 22 I foumd
mysslf in e besutifully equipped room in the Mediesl Fmculty et Ec2ill
University, with Osler's books, with which I had for meny years Leen scqueinted
at Oxford, sround me. I propose therefore in the first plecs to €=ii you

of the preparation of the Catslogue, and then to conclude with s short

description of the Pediostion ecercmony.

The Preparation of the Osler Catalosue

You will bsar with wme, I hope, if 1 prefuace what I heve to sey on this
subject by ene or two personul remarks which to & large extent explain my
comnection with 4t. 1 have for meny years had the privilege of being on the
staff of the Bedleian, of which Osler, as Regius Professor of kedicine,
became an ox officio Curator in 190C. 1 enbered the Library in 1908, Strange
enough, in my earler years, apart from the mere recognition of Gsler as the
Regius FProfessor end therefore a Curator and consequently one of those important
persons wiose smallest desires had to be, Af possidle, anticipeted or at emy
rate cerried out with special alaerity, I have ho wery definite recolleotion
cof him. To me he was, in those days, a fifure more than e personclity. I
sar and learnod emourh to know that he tosk keen interest in &ll that cancerned
the Library, and that he was 8 tower of strength to my Chief, kr. L.V.B,

Kicholson - a Librerian to whoz the Bodleisn of modern times owes more than has
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yet boen reclized. OUne day, while I wuns working for my degree, ss 1

sasconded the Bedler stsirs, 1 heard a light #%8p behind me, » band was ladd
upon @y shoulder, and 1 heard Usler's wolee = "hiell, hor go the examinatiens’®"
%o tolked for « momert ax wo ssocnded the Jacobemn stuircase. From that
time therc was & friendship between vs; &nd there wre olbers in "Bedley™ for
whom Osler's sympethy and sneouragemsnt forged bonds of & similar nature

and & tomnaxion egually wnforgettable.

Later, =t the begimming of the bur peried, Osler was ix nesc of &
tomporary helper to replace hic gsecretury - to do emull thinge 42 the evening,
to pey bookbills, to eatelopue his new booke; and for the First time 1
entersd )3 lorham Cerdense The first svening I sntered his hame, Opler
ge=ve B2 ¢ letchkey; this must have bosn in 1916; end 1t wne only st the
besinning of this yeur, whan Lady Osler's executors hended sover the house,
that that key wes returned. So bsgen my connoxion with Usler and his librar:

lot us nov turn to the Catalorue. “"Ther 4s ne better fleat throwgh
posterity than €0 be the author of a good bibliogrephy.” So wrote Osler
of Jolm Shaw Billinge; so of ilbrecht Hualler and of Conrad Gesner., Perhaps
we meed no such reminder of Osler himself, His memory will, 1 think, slways
ablide among those who practioe medicine; emongy the smuller number of those
who study 4ts histery or wander slong ite literary YPpewtbs; wmmong the
menbors f this ané similor clubs; and 4rn & wider eircie. The Princinles m

Fractice of iedicine is mot likely to be sntirely supersedsd with the yeurs

or ever forgotten; spquanimites will remsin. This Club will gros ond keep

Caler's personal memory groet. 1t will fulfil tho wish of tho tditors 4f
tiis Cabsloguc, the larpest piece of bivliegraphiesl work connested with
Usler's pase, muy go down to posterity side by side with them.

In the days when I first knew it, Ozler's oatalopue, which he kept on



3e

large typed eards, with @iffersnt colours for thc 4ifferent centuries, wus
except for gone or twp perticulnr classes, in onc lon; alphabeticul series;
certein beoks on the heurt, destined for dJohns Bopkins, were also kepi apert;

end, I believe, the eerds for the bibliographical works ss well., On his cards,
ez oroortunity offered, Usler wss in the habit of adding his motes and sppraisals;
somctimes he added the motes in the books themselwes. - typlcul ecatzlogue card,
which iamcidentully bears traces of re¥ision by all of the Editors, is illustratesd

by Dr. Zmshing in his Life of Osler. Books and enrds were bein; zdded freguently,

end wvhen I first began working, I made many cards for wolumes which 1 found ir
the oolleotion uncatslopued. There were, ir ndditicon, more thon ome eard {umder
editors, commentators &c.) for z isrge mmber of the works, in the style of the
oataloguecfs larger librery. This was how I found the eatslogue befere 1 left
for military service. I returned in 1919 to more serious work on the books.

To Miss J.F. Willcock, a practised bibliographer who hed helped over Oglerts

Incunabuls Medica, the "aged vestul” of one ef his letters, Osler had explained

his echeme in ocutline; she haéd bsen busy during the latter part of the bsr in
worting the arl-habetical series intc sections end ir recstuloguing. ¥hile this
diviszion intc eight sections had been roughly done, there were wziting mumerous
individunl points for Osler to f£ind time to decide. He was busy &t this time,
a8 o¥er,; and I personally hed little or mo telk with him about the detsils of his
schenegi but the groundwerk of the present eatalogue was there, with the notes
which kise Filloock had made; anc it is obvious that during those sad days of
the lstter psrt of the War the work had occupied 8ir %illiam's thought very
lergely = it had, let us hope, given hisz sed hecrt some solace.

After Dslorts deatk, 4% beeame the enrnest wish of Lady Osler that the work
should be continued gt Uxford, with the collsborution of Dre .1, Fruncis, Dr.

brcribuld ¥elloch, kr. Leonard L. kasckall and myself, «ll of whox had been named
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by Osler. Iu thess d.ys, and for some time sfterwards, Lr, Frascis w.s
working in Genews in ar offici:zl post, end br. Malloch at hospital work in
London. I worked steadily at the technical eide of things, and Dr. Eulleeh
helped et weekendz, but for some comsideruble time he wus meinly occupied with
his duties ss one of Osler's literary executors. It was nct until after &
year that we were sble te settle to the work in sny sense together or to devslop
& definite modus opererdi.

Our tugk was to try and interpret Osler's wishes « & task which we realised
was mot ane $o be lightly undertoken or easily or guickly oerried out. ¥y
colleagues had knowledse of medicine and medieal history; 1 anly of library
matters ancé bitliographye = colieafues bad often talkod to Usler of the
scheme; end we all knew of tne one or two emtelogues which he Bpecislly admiredy
the great satalogue & the Hunterian Library at Glas ow had alweys eppesled to

him ae e fine and i xzi{ied pieces of work; while Ferguson's Bitlictheoe Chemien

weg 411y, salmost hourly, in his hands, end wus & model of bio~bibliegreshical
informetion of which hs newver tired ¢f talking.

The ohief feature of Osler's catalogue is, of course, his Bitliothece Frima,

and this is, 80 far es—we-lnox- as we know, wmigue. It wes his own personal
fdeu. I7 it hsd an origin elsevheorc than in Lis own comception, it was probably
inspired ¥y the motto from Sir Thomas Erowne which has been printed at the

be inning of the firsti section of the eatwlogue. ™'Tis mot & melencholy Utinsn
of my own, but the Elllires of better heads, thut there were & general SyRod ...
for the benefit of learning, to reduce it as 4t ley at first, in a few and solid

authors.” (Rclisdo Hotici) This note was found wmon; the matoriel which Osler

iuft for the introductions to the catulogue to which I shull rofer later. Ve

hac n¢ hend in 4%z chcice, end I personally never saw it until it was sent ¢o the
printer. Yet how apt it is!
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¥hem the Clagsisal Asseeintion visited Uxford in 1515, (asler irvited thes
t¢ the houss. be had put out for thex o inspeset 80 reprus nbtative Lrsssures
free bis Bel'y, sud prepented thon ®ith o 1ittle printed Flysheel expluiming
hiz scheme. .. quotztion from thds will be found et pe x &f the Lditow Freface.
e had digcussed the 8obsils with his bivliographienl frisnds - with #ir. Charles
Bayde of Lambrides, who wafortunstely d4id not live to sec the ocaiuiogus oomplebed;
Bié with Frof. ce%. Polleré wud my iate chiel, lr. Frloonmer Kadsh, hapoily still
witk us. There wore mot weniting poerszons to point ouvt the éifficulties 4nbesrent
in such & project of divisioy - the 83{TiadEyi fer ecamples, of deciding lopleslly

into which seciion e boek zhoulé po, sciemee, 1literatwre or history, when §¢

might belong t¢ all or nome. In spit: of Lo vsler persistod in the ddes
end it was for us to go aheac. Ther: was slways the index by the &ic of which
these troublesamo metters were o B0 got over. This was Osler's shectesnohor «
it hes bocn evem merc than that to his nditors. In one resnoet we have hsd to
eni rpe vonsiderably en his originasl plen = with wegard te subjeet headings ic
the index. To the 1ist of somc threo or four dozen apgroved b him in the earlier
stsges we found it necessury to add wvery many; the muber ir ¢bc present index
i3 many thmes that musbere. Ome point on which Osler inzizted wasg that in the
body of the oatalopuc cress-references should bo eliminated; the numeriosl
sequence ©f the antries was not to be broken mor the erve disturbad by perozid
refercnces from one he:wding to snothore All such ercsserefercnees were to be
relegrted to the index, which « in view of the splitting up into sections - was
from the e inning en integrul purt of his plan. 4ll socoendury headings rendered
nooessary by the Bodleiun yules, which for exriier books erc extremely comprselensiv
arc to be found there.

Tie Sectione are outlined &n tune rreface and lmtroduction to the Latalojuc
$63e1f, ené they meed only be briefly yeferred to hero.  Bibliothesa Prima:

+ -~ .

Nr. FiT) here briefly described the sections from ppe X-xii & xxvex>vi of the
Catalogue.
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Biblictheou Seewnde: Biblicvthee: Litéernris: Bibtlicthee: Historiesw: Eibliotheos
Biojrantieat Piblicthect Bibliopra tise: Jneunmcbule: Hspuscerints: Addends.

I+ hzd deor Vsler's intemtion to zrite ssrarets inbtroductions tc wl)l of
these sectisns, to exrlein and illustrate their partioulsr significance; and 1t
rem:ins our iastin: resret thet this wos not possibie.  The meateria) whieh he
left for & peoperal introduction has osen nmciuded wnd forms incidentally aen
intorestins biosbidliogranhicsl recard of himsell.  That to Bibiiotheoa
sitterugin, the only other introduction which he sven begen, haz been uaed as
novos undsr eeritain entries ir thet gection.

The work which we found 4o do mer be sunmarised es fol ows: the yevision of
the ourgs, Bose 5,000, in wecordsnce wiil the Hodliism pulesn; the curds hed been
typed at ymrious times bty unskilled psracns; somc entries had ne detsils or
bibvliczrs khiesl meouracy; vertain couposiie works involving meny hecdings, for
ingtance mv. 452, which oovers 2: suthors besides editors and co:msntatows, head
been plueed under &li the heedinge involved, cnd mueh sliminctior wrs necessary.
For gucl. coamposite works ir. Fromeis cleverly imvenbted the uporenrisnte tern of
Sgrot,uns”.

All the cerds had to b cumpured with the dbooks, &nd dulivste osrds cmhoell
end poplsced by index~heedinca. Usler's motes hsd to be popisd from the books, end
kie cuctations chesked und werified - mot -lwuys an essy tasl. Uniform sizing hed
+0 be adopted. Shelfa-rks hat to be edded on the books avd «n the curds. Slipe
for all headings had to be written for the lndex. The final munbers slso had
to be decided and placsd in the books and on the cards. The lncunsbuls and
=nugerirts had t3 be gpeciclly cotelogusd. Loosc lsuves snd insortions had
tc be festoned in the books. Urcusioneliy & book had to be throv ovt ee
in:luded ir the entaloyur by mistaks; but more oftun 4t wae & gquestion of

scrutirising particulcr velumes $¢ se: on whei grounds Usler hed included them in



his colleetion st all. last, dbut mot least, there was the thorny probler &f
splittiny up an asuthor's works. Then later there had to be decided forms of
type, page, mumbers snd 80 on. 1n the later gtugee of the work, the main
rosconaibility fell upon Dre Fremeis and myeself, Lr. %Zelloch haviny acceptsd
2 post &n New York., The procis, howewer, wers resd by &ll the Edltors, and
our notes exnd gugrestions compared and eomsidered. Ir certuin instaness we
were epecially helped « in Littersria by Dr. Repres's invslusble bibliography
of Sir Thomes Browne; 4r the Incumabula wection by Mir. Scholderer of the B.li.
and by Lr. arnoié Klebs; amdé in the 3s.. seotion by Dr. Craster of the
Bodleien., Professor Kamesy vright, e Gesr frienc of Vsler's, ead Ur, dalm
Tulton, reinflorced our efforts with advice ané prectienl help.

The wrok wae long Grawn oul; Ybut the Catslogue at length becsme sx
scotmplished fuct, 4 copy lies before wus. The Bditors eammot help beinmg
conscious ¢f & fesling of satisfoction - not indesd tha! they have achieved
verfection or the ideal whiek Uslsr himseslf would have resched; they ere onl:
eonscious that the; heve dome their best. It 35 easy (amd 1 will alweys be

a8 pleasant tewptation) to lock at the Bibliotheca Ueleriana as it might heve

been, uslor once sclld that he woulé teke 10 years over his cetslogue; we,
working most ©f us purt time, heve tsam dittle less. From the wediecsl,

the historiecsl snd the biographical poimt of wiew we have besn in a more fortunate
position. Beimr in close touch witii "Bodley” we couléd muke ready use of the
larger scurces of referenes; to enbark en ex—e=isTs Lillleyrs hiessl ressorch

vas in fact = temptation whicl: hsd at times to be yesisted. I hed hoped that
thiz book would have becn in the hands of the reviewers bafore my peper was read;
for criticisms ars bound to be expreszed. The acimowledgments which we have

80 far received are full of cos endationg perhaps the heprlest of them is that

from the Secretary of this C1wh = %0 the elfeot that a work om 0 large s scale
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is bound to mect with eriticism and by scame be misumderstood. "But", suid the
Secoretury, "it will wﬁll’ﬁ khem alle” It has been remsrked b i bitviiaegrapher
thet the Latsloyur gives 1o indication of the extemt of the book described,

the munbey ‘BE pepes and 80 on. Thie is = fulr sriticism.  but it is to ba
romenbered that the book It intended primeril: es & guide to an scoessitle
collectior rathor thnn es s general bibliogrephical instrumemt. ferhaps i msy
b: gllowed to snticipate ¥he criticism thet, in o large mmber of entrisg in
the Index, vovering more then one section of the Lztulosue, 1t is impoacibie

tc sz without sone trovble-which entry is thet of a particuler ovook or 4f &
particulsr work of & givem writcr exists in the library et sll. The eritie
shoulé bear iy mind that the division into sections hus been done with ¢
definite educationel purposc, sn? thet it hes Ppeen assumed thet the sbuden: wili |
aot prudge the timespemt in lookinh over a mumber of entries. Mey he mot find
in hir search treasurss mew as well ms ¢ld!

I weuld add a few words with regard to the books themselves. 45 the
.gectiong reflect the main purpose w ich Oeler kad in the formstion of hie
1ibrary, so some of his special tastes are shewn Arn the specitl parts of the
eplleetion. An irnstence of this 4s the lovin; eare which he bestowed an
the ‘W’llec'ting, the completing, and the special binding of his mognificent
colleotinn of 5ir Thomas Browne; =and even a superficisl glsnee at the catalogue
will not fall ¢ tell of seversl others. |

¥ith regerd to one cless of bcokn/::rs coverned by conflicting feelings. Ko
thorough tatelopuing hed ever been done of the inmumerable books end articles
written by Osler himself; and we weri corv.aeef +hst nmo wish had ever existed
the? awy speciel attention should e drawn to the important pleos whieh Ogler
himselr sheuld held in Bibliotheca Secunds and Eiblictheos Littereris., Ve did

what seemed mersly just « snd indeed from the librarian's point of view necossary e
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withovrt putting Osler's owd work ir en  sonse into the furepround. Ugleriuns,
st %hc enc el the K. section, ic oni; & vury brial record of tnc pupers left at
bis gesth, sons siready published, soms uaputiisihed sn nol intondes by bda for
POUNRORS puklications Rds reprirus, over 300 in mumter, are sast cui st
no. 35702 an’ one muy well politersve hers, befare » bod, of younp nsdienl
studants, the «dvice which he gives ui one point about the pres: vwation ef
cosmlete sote of one's own roorinus.

a5 20 Ghe seares of o booke - as he gays, st the mnd of his unfinishaed
introduction - The, have come fron three souroes » suies, cotulopves sond
pecond-lens buoksnops. b would have edded alisc, &b tac .0tg of donr friends.
Ther were mozily purchased, however, snt the purchases cover tho poriod of
his life elmosi. Be bowght Brownc's from 1668 until the time of his death.
{ms of his grostest desiderate in . nucgtiecsin, the Sosten Medical and Supglesl
Jourtal, was opened by hin an bhis deathbod endé has & puthetic not- insordbed
within 4ts cover. Seversl v.lusbic Looke in more recent yeurs wers acqguired

|

from v gift made by his E]r‘*ot;r\r, the late Sir sdmmed Oslcere . preat many
were presonte from hiz frionds, and have beon duly acimovledr.d &n the estulogne.
ho doubt the etand for many kindnesszes bestowod on the comors bt Uzsler himself.
#ontion must be mede of the mumercus gifts by Hre lL.he vuokall.
¥ith & knoeledge of books which ir my beliel 4s varivellss, and with & pere
skill i wnearthing oopies of yuriors, srs iackell was ebic to woyuirs, snd
with great liberality presented frum time to time; such treagures «e the

origined edition of tie v irinitstis soreribus of Servotus, and, after

Sir i cdam's deacch and Just im tins to get dmto the eutulogue, the rarc Dutchk
ecitiony of the veriu of Lir Thoses Prowmive The history of wmar of the books,

bofore they presched tic Usler Librury, may bo juipged from the leng list 4n the
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Index under thv heading bookplstes. Several of the %i.. osme Prom the
Philiirrs Librery; one or two printed btooks from tne fumoue Eloss eollection.
I remerbar the jov which (eler ghewed when he sccured at puction e number

of important andé nundsomelvebound bitliegranbieal works from the wekleknown
librery of Xr. George Lunn, the celebrated implish sollector whe died some
¥OUrt 3.0,

e 1list on ¥age xxx, erntitled *Uistribution of apecial books to other
Libraries’ wiil shew thet in his collecting Osler wus governed by no selfish
sims. Throushout his 1ife he was penerocus with books, &8 in wll else; snd he
presented coeples of books to othcr libparies where he thought the, were more
needed or more properly belonged. The gift of these wulusble manuscripts ¢o
importsnt libraries wes e eontimuetion of the pclicy of his lifetime = for he
made the list upom hig denthbed.

¥er. end Bocks were the love of his 1ifv. To these were his energies
devoted, & lifeleong service piven. His beoks were tools tc kis hend in the
hours of his tell: they were his friends and comsvnions in his leisure moments;
reninigcences of happy drye and of delightful agsocietions; e golace in the
yvears of overwhelming sedness., These he hse left bohkind him, en incentive to
the young of fubure generstions ¢to profit by the lives us well as b the written
works of their predecessors; & thenkeoffering to the Unizzisity which $rained him
in hit earliest yeurs; g memorisl which will endure.

I woul? edd = word about the collaboretors in the worke That our tesk could
be carried on at Usler's own home ot Horhan Goardens, with difficulties smoothed
ocut Lt the comstant gorc end foresight of Lady Osler, was indeed u happy thing.
From 1821 Dre Francis worked duily on the task; Pr. kulloch fairly constsmtly
for o considerable time before his 6all to kew York; mysell consistently in the

svenings. 411 thc proofs were seen in addition bf kr. Mackell, who wrote long
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letiers, themselves msrveis of bitliogrephy, sbout them. Mr. Re&, Trotmun,

By Boile, Qolleegus, wnow it ks & wory great plessure 4o heve her: this evening,
worked for peversl yesurs; an? the more technieni murt of the Letelorus owes

vory Buth to hie pationt ski:l end socuracy. 1t 48 difficult to express our
indebtodness to his. iike the nexbers of this (lub, he never actuxlly worked
side by side with Sir Willdwssp but it wes mot lon; befors Owler rmeant to him
muck more thum » momory. The Frinters to the University, st the (larsndon Fress
whe bore with ws in our lon, deleys, have £ very delinite share in the UCetulogue;
their hick stupdard 4s known; sud 4t is sufficient tu By tn=t the book doovs
thes eredit.

I pofar o the prestest ecil-horstor last ¢f &ll; for, i~ her noble
resolve tu owrry out her hustend’s planms, ledy Ogler put the work ené the
workers alws 8 before hsrself. it would heve been cur suprzwe satisfection
i7" ks, whe dediseted th:s Iust years of 1ife tu i1t, had beern herc to see the
culminction ¢f a tesk whier wae ¢assentislly hers. The for words which we hove
written in our dedicntion ars & fe.ble at.empt &t exnressin; our fecifngs and
sur unbounded gratitude. Seversl yeers wzo 1 cheneed upen tvo lines writter
fur bis epiteph by an ancient Oriemtel, and 1 heve often thiusht bow apnropriate
¢ Sir 741l8sm and ledy Osler the words might have boen =

"hen I e gone, look for my eritaph,
Yot in the greve but in the heurts of men.”




From kr. R.H.,Hill
. Bodleian Library
12 April, 1942 Oxford.

Dear Dr. Kosencrantz,

I am ashamed at my delay in writing to thank you
for your leitlers of November 13 and Januzry 6 and 30,

I lead a very busy life, in the Library and out, at
accustomed ané unactustomed jobs, zs you can imagine,
and I am afrzid that private and unofficial correspond-
ence sometimes gets left.

I nave to express our gratitude toc for the
delightful parcel of goodies which cawme recently and
gave us much pleasure, particplarly the*f?ge and reisins,
wnicih we do not see very often now ! Itéwas very nice
of you to think of us in that way, especially as some
things must be getting rather short with you ian America.
Thank you very much, Some day we shall hope to express
our thsnks in person, wien you come to pay your promised
vigit to Oxforad.

I am very gladé 1o have the reprint about your Osler
collection, znd I hope I mey some day see the books and
papers trnemselves, I have just had fall into my hands

a copy of ir, liuirhead's memoir of Lady Osler and I
should very much like to send it to you if you have not
glready got & copy. Will you please let me know? The
Librerian is grateful for the second copy of the Osler
photograph., You will readily understand that we are

not hanging any more portraits in the 01d Library at
the moment, partly for safety's sake and partly because
we have to complete the extension scheme after the war
by szlterations of Bodleian rooms. We will therefore, if
we keep the portrait unframed for the present

and s€e zbout its position when things settle down again.
It shall not be rgotten. Nor shall your request for
a copy of my 1little teclk on the preparation of the
'Bibliotheca Oslericna'; that was unfortunately never
printed and only two or three copies were typed. When
tiue allows,l will type off one or two rore copies and
ore shall then come to you and another shall go to the
Osler Club (vefore whoin~it was delivered); for their
collection seems to have been completely lost in the



Loncdon fires. I wish it had occurred to me to have had
the collection brought here for safety- but our minds
were teken up with other things and one never quite kgﬁew
which place wae safer than any other! 1 shall be
senc¢ing you one or two little pemphlets about the Bodleian
an¢ shall lamter hope to be able to shew you the Library.

With renewed thanks for your letters and your
very kind gift,

Believe me,
Very Sincerely Yours,

Rk
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