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INTRODUCTION

C. A. BROWNE1

ON October 26, 1921, while searching among the un-
published papers of John Winthrop, Jr., in the

library of the Massachusetts Historical Society in
Boston, the writer discovered a book list in small, much
abbreviated writing, that bore the Latin title, "Libri
chymici quos possideo." He recognized in this list
several titles of works that were in the Winthrop collec-
tion of the Society Library in New York City and there-
fore at first concluded it was a catalog of Winthrop's
own chemical books. But the list was not in Winthrop's
handwriting and it was while puzzling over this phase
of the problem that the writer remembered having read
in one of Dr. Robert Child's letters to Winthrop, writ-
ten in 1641, the mention of enclosing a catalog of his
chemical books. A comparison of the handwriting of
the book list with that of Child's letters in the files of
the Historical Society showed them to be identical.
An additional confirmation was the references in
Child's correspondence to many of the books in his list.
One of these books, Suchten's2 "Antimonii mysteria
gemina" (No. 11 on Child's list), can still be seen in the
Winthrop collection of the Society Library, in New
York City, with the inscription: "Robt. Child, his
booke, 1636." Another book, Michael Maier's "Arcana
arcanissima" (No. 64 on Child's list), can be seen in the
Edgar Fahs Smith Collection of the University of
Pennsylvania, in Philadelphia, with the inscription on
the title page: "Robert Child his book. 1635." It
was thus that the long-lost catalog of Robert Child's
chemical books was found. A partial transcript of
Child's catalog was made by the writer at the time but
other duties interfered with its completion. Further
work upon it was indefinitely postponed until 1938,
when the photograph of the list and the writer's un-
completed transcript were given to Dr. Wilson for the
scrutiny of his more experienced eyes. His decipher-
ment and expansion of the list, as herewith published,
is the result of long patient study and is an outstanding
example of successful bibliographic research.

The catalog of Robert Child's chemical books has a
double interest—first, in its indication of the nature of a
chemical library of three centuries ago, and, secondly,
in its associations with an eminent scientist of the early
17th century. Professor George L. Kittredge, at the

1 Bureau of Agricultural Chemistry and Engineering, Wash-
ington, D C.

2 These facts have already been briefly mentioned by C. A.
Browne, "Scientific Notes from the Books and Letters of John
Winthrop, Jr.," his, XI, 332 (1928).

close of his interesting biography3 of Child, remarks:
"Few characters in our colonial annals are so multi-
fariously interesting and none, I think, appeals more
congenially to the modern student."

The main facts of Child's career, as summarized from
Professor Kittredge's work, are the following. He was
born in 1613 in Kent, England; in 1628 he entered
Cambridge University, where he obtained his A.B.
degree in 1631-32 and his A.M. degree in 1635. In
May, 1635, he entered the University of Leyden as a
student of medicine; he proceeded afterward to the
University of Padua, where he obtained his M.D. de-
gree in August, 1638. Within a year or two after his re-
turn to England he paid a visit to the Massachusetts
Bay Colony, during which period he became associated
with the younger Winthrop whom he may have met
previously in England. In a letter which Child wrote
Winthrop in 1641 (the letter in which the catalog of his
"chymicall books" was inclosed) he mentions his inten-
tion of visiting New England again, but it was not until
the summer of 1645 that this visit took place. Child
had meantime invested heavily in the iron works,
black lead mine, and other colonial enterprises which
Winthrop was promoting, but the failure of these under-
takings was a financial loss to him and the other in-
vestors.

In May, 1646, Child and six other remonstrants pre-
sented a petition for changes in the laws of the Bay
Colony respecting civil and religious rights—an action
which resulted in their arrest for conspiracy. They were
tried in June, 1647, and fined, Child's penalty being
"two hundred pounds and imprisonment untill it be
payd or security given for it." Child paid the fine
under protest and returned in disgust to England.
This incident and the losses incurred in colonial invest-
ments did not affect, however, his deep friendship for
Winthrop, which continued unbroken until his death.

In his later letters to Winthrop in 1648 and 1650
Child, while complaining of his treatment by the
officials of the Bay Colony, does not let this mar the
cordiality of his nature. He gives his friend the latest
scientific news; mentions books on alchemy and occult
philosophy by Fabre, Glauber, Helmont, Vaughan,
Agrippa, and others; conveys rumors of reputed trans-
mutations of base metals into gold; cites the report that
the Messiah of Alchemy, Elias the Artist, had been
born; and writes of his possible departure to Ireland,

3 "Doctor Robert Child the Remonstrant," by George Lyman
Kittredge. Reprinted from the publications of the Colonial
Society of Massachusetts, Vol. XXI, Cambridge, John Wilson
and Son, The University Press, 1919. 140 pages. The section of
this work on Alchemy in Early New England was reviewed by
Tenney L. Davis in Isis, IX, 440 (1927).
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or to a solitary retreat "with 6 or 7 gentlemen and
scollars, who have resolved to live retyredly and follow
their studyes and experiences, if these troublesome
times molest not." A short time afterward Child car-
ried out his intention of settling in Ireland, which at
that time was regarded as a land of promise, and there,
after a few years' service as an agricultural expert, this
cultured gentleman and scholar passed away in the
spring of 1654.

In some respects Child might be regarded as the best
typical illustration of a scientific man of his time. His
interests, as reflected in Dr. Wilson's transcription of
his book list, covered almost the entire range of sciences
and pseudo-sciences of the period. He was a wide
traveler, and could count among his acquaintances
nearly all the eminent scientists of his day. The high
regard in which he was held is indicated in Dr. French's
long dedication to Child of his English translation of
Agrippa's "Occult philosophy" (London, 1651). While,
as in the works of other scientists of this period, there
is a strong tincture of occultism in Child's writings, this
tendency is overbalanced by the very practical nature
of his views. His essay, "A large letter concerning
the defects and remedies of English husbandry writ-
ten to Mr. Samuel Hartlib," published in "Samuel
Hartlib, hislegacie" (London, 1651), stamps him as an
accurate observer and very practical man of science.

A protege of Child during his residence in Boston was
young George Stirk, or Starkey, who soon after his
graduation from Harvard in 1646 equipped a laboratory
in Boston for the pursuit of his alchemical experiments.
In 1650 Starkey followed Child to England, where he
shortly exhibited various alchemical manuscripts in
Latin which he said had been written by a mysterious
philanthropic adept under the name of Eirenaeus
Philalethes and were given to him by a friend in New
England. Two years after Starkey's death from the
plague in 1665 the most important of these manu-
scripts, "Introitus apertus ad occlusum regis palatium,"
was published in Amsterdam. A long dispute arose as
to whether Child (the New England friend of Starkey),
or Starkey himself, or another adept, Thomas Vaughan,
who wrote under the name Eugenius Philalethes, was
the author of the treatise. This interesting controversy
(in which the name of Winthrop, another New England
friend of Starkey, was also suggested as the author)
has continued for over two centuries. It is described in
detail by Professor Kittredge, whose own opinion, as
expressed at the conclusion of his work on Child (p.
146), is as follows:

"As a matter of fact, as I hope to prove when time
serves, Eirenaeus Philalethes was the creation of George
Stirk's teeming brain and not too scrupulous conscience,
and the works ascribed to him, so far as they ever
existed, were of Stirk's own composition."

It is to be regretted that Professor Kittredge, before
his death on July 23, 1941, did not publish the final
proof of this assertion and thus put an end to the long-
circulated statement that the alchemical manuscripts,
supposedly acquired by Starkey in Boston, were com-

posed by Dr. Robert Child. Even after excluding the
supposition of Child being the author of these docu-
ments the possibility remains that this generous devotee
of science may have given his admirer Starkey certain
manuscripts about which the latter afterward spun
romantic tales concerning the adept who wrote them;
and what could be more natural than that, in delineat-
ing the character and experiences of this imaginary cos-
mopolite, he should have had before him the image of
his honored patron, Dr. Child? The latter, as we know
from items 16 and 35 of his book list, was a collector of
manuscripts as well as of books. It will be seen that
Dr. Robert Child is not only an actual historic figure
but also something of a legend.

The students of alchemical literature, who have
puzzled over some of the problems that have been re-
ferred to, will have an especial interest in reading Dr.
Wilson's scholarly transcript of the catalog of the
"libri chymici" that once belonged to that humane and
most interesting figure in early seventeenth century
science—Doctor Robert Child the Remonstrant.

TRANSCRIPT AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL EXPANSION
OF THE LIST

As may be seen in the facsimile, the original entries in
this list are highly condensed, giving usually little more
than the last name of the author and a catch-title, with
sometimes the size of the volume. Fortunately there is
also a grouping by language, although even in this some
errors occur.

Not a little of the medieval scribal system of abbrevi-
ations and contractions persists in this list of the year
1641. It is the modern editorial practice, when ex-
panding these to the full spelling, to print the supplied
letters within curves. Library practice, on the other
hand, puts all supplied words in a bibliographical entry
into square brackets. In the expansions here offered,
however, it has seemed best to use square brackets for
any kind of addition to the original entry, whether of
letters within a word or of bibliographical data not
given by Child. This leaves the curved marks of paren-
thesis for explanatory comments by the editor.

The expanded entries take three main forms. In the
great majority of instances, the author's name stands
first, separated by a comma from the italicized title. In
a considerable number of entries in Latin, the author's
name is in the genitive case, usually before but some-
times after the title, which is not then set off by com-
mas. Finally, in a few difficult cases it seems easier to
give first a mere transcript of what is found in the list,
and to add in curves the full name, title, and imprint.

For the most part, it is hardly necessary to say, these
books have been described at second hand, on the basis
of information given in such standard works as Fergu-
son's "Bibliotheca chemica," Gmelin's "Geschichte der
Chemie," Lenglet Dufresnoy's "Histoire de la philo-
sophic herme'tique," and the printed catalogs of the
British Museum and the Bibliotheque Nationale,
supplemented often by Schmieder, Kopp, Bolton,
Caillet, Poggendorff, and others.
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Out of a total of 112 entries, 84 have been identified
with fair certainty, 11 defy identification (including
Nos. 16 and 35, which are designated as manuscripts
and so could not be identified anyway), and 17 are
doubtful for one reason or another. Among the doubt-
ful cases there are a few (Nos 5, 13, 78, 96, and 98)
that may be said to contribute in a somewhat vague
way to our bibliographical knowledge. That is to say,
they suggest the existence of certain early editions that
seem today to have disappeared completely. Items
which are mentioned in the correspondence of Child
and Winthrop have been starred in the index which
follows the list.
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to appear from an American press, the editor, Dr.
George Sarton, explained the situation and extended to
all contributors to No. 86 the permission to publish their
articles elsewhere if they so desired. With a full under-
standing of the circumstances, the JOURNAL OF CHEMI-
CAL EDUCATION publishes the list

Meanwhile Dr. Browne, who first called attention to
the list and who has written the introduction to the
article, learned that Dr. Harold S. Jantz, of Princeton
University, had independently done a good deal of work
on the problem, and had made a particular search for
Winthrop books in the Society Library in New York
(referred to hereafter as NYSL), the New York Acad-

FACSIMILE OP A PORTION OF ROBERT CHILD'S CHEMICAL BOOK LIST

Publication of this book list was originally arranged
for in 1940 in No. 86 of Isis, which was expected to be
the last number of that periodical to appear from the
St. Catherine Press. Page proofs were received in May
of that year, were sent to Belgium, but came back in
December by way of Siberia, unopened, the envelope
marked "Maison Fermee." In the first number of Isis

emy of Medicine (NYAM), and the Massachusetts
Historical Society Library (MHS). Dr. Jantz has
generously made his observations available to us, and a
considerable number of these are included in the notes
appended to the titles. Further suggestions or cor-
rections from interested scholars will be gratefully re-
ceived.



126 JOURNAL OF CHEMICAL EDUCATION

LIBRI CHYMICI QUOS POSSIDEO SU[N]T:

Germanici

1. [Salomon Trissmosin], Aureu[m] vellus, [odor, Guldm
Schatz und Kunstkammer, Rorschach am Bodensee,
1598 (but most copies of this ed seem to be dated
1599)], 4° (Also. Basel, 1604.)

2. [Benedictus Figulus], Rosariu[m] nov[um olympicum et
benedictum; das ist: Em newer gebenedeyter philoso-
phischer Rosengart, Basel, the author, 1608], 4°.

3. [Basilius Valentinus], Tnu[m]phwagen 6 ' (= anh-
monn), [Leipzig, Friederich Lankisch, 1624], 8° (Dr
Jantz has noted a copy at NYSL, with the note (by
Child?): "Emi Antwerpiae 1642 ")

4 [Philipp Morgenstern], Turba ph[ilosoph]or[um; das ist,
Das Buch von der guldenen Kunst, Basel, Ludwig
Komg, 1613], 8°

5. Gab gotts, 8°. (Probably a separate ed. of Samuel Baruch,
Donum Dei, which was published as vol II of Abraham
Eleazar, Uraltes chymisches Werk, Erfurt, Augustinus
Crusius, 1735; Leipzig, Lankisch, 1760, 8° The
bibliographies, however, know nothing of a separate
early edition.)

6. Opuscula chymica (read chemica), [das ist, Von dem ge-
benedeiten Stem det Wetsen, dess .philosophi Herrn
Bernhardi Graffen von der March und Terms chemische
Schnfften, edited by Joachim Tancke, Leipzig, J.
Rosen, 1605], 8°

7. [Joachim Tancke], Promptuanu[m al]chy[miae, das ist:
etliche ausserlesene philosophische Schnfften und
Tractatlem, Leipzig, Henning Gross der altere, 1610],
8° (Later eds , 1612, 1614, 1619 See also No [10]
below)

8. Ph[ilosoph]ia chymica, 8° (?? = Gerhard Dorn, Schlussel
der chimistischen Philosophy, Strassburg, Lazarus
Zetzner, 1602, 8°).

9. [Franz Kieser], Cabala [chymica] Co[n]cordantia
chy[m]ica [Azot philosoph. sohficatum Drey zuvor
me aussgegangene Tractatlem, Muhlhausen, Martin
Spiess, 1606], 8°

8 [read 10] [Joachim Tancke], Promptuar[ium], p[ar]s
alt[era], 8° (= Promptuanum alchemiae ander Buck,
Leipzig, Henning Gross, 1614, 8° See No 7 above )

9 [read 11] Suchtenii de 6 ° (= Alexander von Suchten,
Antimonn mystena gemma Das ist: Von den grossen
Geheimnussendess Anhmonu, Leipzig, Jacob Apel, 1604,
8°; Nuremberg, widow and heirs of Paul Furst, un-
dated, 8° In NYSL, No 240, is a copy of the 1604
ed with the autograph- "Rob Child his booke 1636 ")

12. Area ap[er]ta John de Mehung, 16°. (?? = Arti-
ficiosissimi arcani aperta area, Frankfurt, 1617, 8°,
stated by Lenglet Dufresnoy to be in German, and
undoubtedly one of the numerous forms of the anony-
mously published tract of Johann Grasshoff, Der
kleme Bauer, but the size is wrong, and there is no
connection with the name of Jean de Meung. Dr.
Jantz is inclined to read "Jesire" rather than "John
de" and suggests that the book may possibly be the
Wassersteyn der Weysen, Frankfurt, 1619, to which
are appended two tracts: (1) "Johan von Mesung,"
and (2) "Via veritas der einigen warheit." Of this
there is a copy (Winthrop's?) at the NYAM. In a
letter to Winthrop in 1641 Child remarks that he is
sending by ship the "Area ap[er]ta in High Dutch,
w[hi]ch I desire you to keep " But in 1650 he again
wrote to Winthrop. "If you have my Area Aperta
let me know, for I can not find it.")

13. Pract[ica] ®s (= sohs) R[oger]i Baconis, 8° (Not
identified as a separate publication, doubtless Die
Practick oder Process Rogeri Baconis de sole; for edi-
tions in certain alchemical collections cf. Ferguson,
I, p. 64, the earliest being in Joachim Tancke, Promp-
tuanum alchemiae, Leipzig, 1614.)

14. Richard [l] Anglici [Correctonum alchymiae, Raimundi]
Lulli [Apertonum et occuraho vegetabihum, Des Konigs
Gebers auss Hispanien Secretum, Strassburg, Bernhart
Jobm, 1581 and 1596], 8°

15. Secreta ph[ilosoph]icah[a], 8° (Not identified)

Italici
[16]. M- S: II (= manusenpta duo ?), 4°
[17] // mondo magico, 4° (Not identified )
[18]. Ingan[n]i d'Alchymish, 4° (? = Evangelista Quattrami,

La vera dichuiratione, Rome, Vincentio Accolti, 1587,
4°; the running title is Dichiarahone dell' mganno delh
alchymish moderni)

[19] [Giovanni Battista] Nazari, De transmut[atione, Brescia,
Pietro Maria Marchetti, 1599], 4° (Earlier editions,
according to Ferguson, II, p. 131, had a different title )

[20] Thornei (?), De subhmat[ione], 4° (Not identified )
[21] [Oliverus de] Oliver[iis], De ® (= auro) pot[abih]

[De]lap[ide] ph[ilosoph\or[um\. (Ferguson, II, p. 154,
reports a defective copy in Latin, having the two titles
in the reverse order, with the place and date torn away,
but the dedication dated at Mantua, 1620 The work
appears, again in Latin, in the Gmaeceum chimicum,
1679, p 415 It seems uncertain whether Child had
an early edition in Italian or merely placed a copy of
the 1620 ed under his "Italici" because it was written
and published in Italy )

[22]. [Giovanni] Braceschi, Exposit[ione di] Geber [philosopho,
Venice, G. Giolito, 1544, 8°]

Gallici

[23]. [Nicolas] Flamell, Alphabet] d[e] chym[ie], 4°. (This
may be a paraphrase of the title Figures hierogly-
phiques, although no separate edition seems to be
recorded It is understood to have been first pub-
lished as the second item in P. Arnaud, Trois traictez,
Paris, Guillaume Mariotte, 1612, 4° )

[24]. Cham Plan (= David de Planis Campy), [L'ouverture
de l')eschole [de philosophie] tra[n]sm[u]t[atoire metal-
lique, Paris, Charles Sevestre, 1633, 8°].

[25]. [David de Planis Campy], Bo[u]quet chymiq[ue, Paris,
Pierre Billaine, 1629, 12°]

[26]. [Joseph] Quercetan[us] (* e, Duchesne), P[r]ep[ar]
at[ion] chymiq[ue\ (? ? = Traicte de I'exacte prepa-
ration spagyrique des medicamens, Paris, 1638, 8°)

[27] [Salomon Trissmosin], Toyson d'or, [Paris, Charles
Sevestre, 1612, 8°].

[28] [Jacques de] Nuisem[en]t, Tra[i]tte du [vray] sel [secret
des philosophes et de I'esprit general du monde, Paris,
Perier, 1620, 8°]

[29]. Ffabri Abrege (= Pierre Jean Fabre, Abrege des secrets
chymiques, Paris, P Billaine, 1636, 8° Apparently
repeated as No. 56 below, in the list of "Latini." In
his letter of 1641 Child speaks of sending his own copy
of this work to Winthrop as a loan.)

[30]. Tratte des exp[er]iences. (Not identified.)
[31]. [Rene de la Chatre], Prototype [ou tres parfait et ana-

logique exemplaire de I'art] chymiq[ue, (read chimicque,)
Paris, 1620 and 1635,8°]

[32], [Michael Sendivogius], Cosmopolite [ou Nouvelle lumiere
de la phisique naturelle traduit nouvellement de latin
en francois par le Sieur De Bosnay, Paris, Pierre Bil-
laine, 1618, 8°, also 1628, 1629]

[33]. [Francois Du Soucy], Som[m\aire della (read de la)
med[icme] chymiq[ue, Paris, Pierre Billaine, 1632, 8°]

[34]. [Traite des observations nouvelles et vraye cognoissance]
des eaux minerales, [par Henri de] Rochas, [Paris,
1634 and 1636, 8°]. (The letter of 1641 mentions
"Rochas des Eaus Minerals ")

Anglici
[35]. [George] Ripley, [The compound of alchymy. divided




