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ABBE VIGNAU'S NAPOLEO~ RELICS . 

8 . A coloured handkerchief (so-called ba ndana) habitually worn by Napo
leon at St. Helena. 

9. A mummifled tendon taken from Napoleon' s body during the pos t
mortem. (The authenticity of this rema rkable relic has lately been 
confirmed by the publication in the R evue des Deux Mondes of a 
pos thumous memoir by St. Denis , in which he expressly s tates that 
he and Vignali took away small pieces of NClpoleon's corpse during 
the autopsy.) 

10. The church regis ter of the chapel at Longwood of St. Helena, regis tering 
one marriage and two J eaths , written and signed by Vignali' s pre
decessor, Bonavita. 

I I. An altar cloth trimmed WIth lace from the chapel at Longwood. 

12. Two small altar cloths ma rked with t\'apoleon' s cipher. 

13 . Another altar cloth trimm ed with lace. 

14. Three chalice cloth s marked with Napoleon' s cipher. 

I S. A surplice trimmed with lace. 

16. Vignali's church vestments of green silk trimmed with silver braid. 

17. A length of white silk curtain (trimmed with green) used in Napoleon' ~; 

s tudy at St Helena. 

(b) D ocuments. 

18 Vignali' s diary, his diploma of Rome University as Doctor of Medicine. 
his diploma of theology and his passport with Briti sh visa. 

19. A card of invita tion sig ned by Sir Hudson Lowe, Governor of St. Helena 

20 . Six letters of Count rie Montholon, Napoleon' s Companion at St. Helena 

21. Five Letters of Comte de iJertrand , Napoleon's Companion a t St. Helena. 
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r\BBE VIGNALI'S XAPOLEO:.J R E LICS. 

22. Three letters of 1Iarehanrl, ~apoleon ' s Valet and Executor. 

23 One lett2r of Cardinal Fesch (~ apoleon' s uncle). 

24. Two letters o[ Coursot, Napoleon' s Butle r at St. JIelena . 

25. One letter of Las Cases , Napoleon' s Companion at St. Helena . 

26. One le tter of Bonavita, r-.;apoleon's Chaplain (Vig nali' s predecessor). 

27. On e le tter of :-IarE' t Duke of B?ssa no 

28. One le tte r s ig ned by the three executo rs of Napoleon (Ber trand. 1\1on
tholon and Marchan 1) end a signed copy of the codici l in fa\"our o[ 
Vignali. 

29. Account s of sa lary to Vignali signed by Berir;J nel. 

30 . Accounts of legacy s ig ned by ?lIontholon. 

3 J . Two accounts of the di s trIbution of th.: legacies sig neu by the banker 
Lafltte . 

32. One volume of Las CasE' s ' nWHloirs w;tr a l!thor' s a utog raph . 

33. A le tter of Paoli, a letter d Ber trand. a letter from 1[adam 1Iere . sig ned 
by Rosa Mcllini . 

34. A draft of a lclter by Vignali referring to th e hair o[ :'-Japoleon. 

35 A copy of ~apolE'on' s will by Vignali rr:ade at St. Helena. 

36 Most important docum ents referring to the alfair Peraggi (the abo\"e 
refer to the epi sode with regard to the objects left to the Duke of 
Reichs tadt ). 

37 A le tter from Frederi c :-Ta '3son addressd to Gianettini (Vignali' s nephew) 
cons tituting a further proof of the authenticity of the collection. 

--- - -.--.--



I 
!\ BBE VIG ALI'S NAPOLEON RELICS. 

(c) N apoleon's Death Mask. 

3 8. NAPOLEON I. DEATII MASK FROM THE MATRIX MOULDED AT 

ST. HELENA FROM THE FACE OF THE DEAD HERO BY 

NAPOLEON'S DOCTOR, ANTO~IMARCHI. 

This matrix Antommarchi re tained till 1833 . when he made and iss ued a 

few masks from same, eacl l bearing his stamp at base (the matrix was then 

handed to the French Government, and is now in the Hotel des Invalides, 

Paris ) . Thi s mask is of ~xceptional interes t, being the one owned by 

Napoleon's Chaplain (L' Abbe Vignali ), who administered the last Sacrament 

to ~ apoleon a t St. H elena. (See Illus/ra /io n. ) 

39. Accompanying Lhe death mask is a highly important autograph letter 

f rom Dr. Antommarchi Lo Abbe Vignali, sending him a printed prospectus of 

the former's intention to issue to a few subscribers the" Platre Oll Masque de 

l'Empereur ~apolcon," and rC<1u est ing Vignali' s help. 

40 . AntomHlarchi' s printed circllbr relating to the Dea th :'la5k, to which 

he refers in the abo\'e letter. 
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PLATE III. 

1\ APOLfOX'S D E.ITIJ If ISK. 
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