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PLATE 1. 

;\ " I' O LE()~ I 
Hi s s il \"(!I' cup, used b y him in hi s d~· in g m om ents. 

l:n gmved wi t h Imperi a l Coat of Arm, 

(Fl·OIll Yign ali Culledion of ~apo l con Reli cs) . 
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, 
ABBE VIGNALI'S NAPOLEON RELICS . 

.-lllge Pultl Vignali was aile of the two Corsiwll pries Is who 
were sent out by Cardinal Fesclz (Na.iJoleon's uncle) to St . H elella 
in order to establish a clift/leI at Long:i/ood and to conduct religious 
services tlzerein. The (/dest of tlte /'wo priests , Bonavita , only 
stayed a very short time at St . H elena and returned to Europe, 
whilst Vignali remained with the FlIl/Jeror N apoleo1Z up to his 
death and returned to EHrope togetlte! with all tile other compall ­
ions of the exile . 

Vignali was in charge of the Ci'lapel at LOJig:vood lor o,"'er a 
year, and he it was WIIO administered the last sacrament to 
Napoleon , and c011ducted Napoleon ' s funeral ceremony . 

I n Izis will Napoleon left Il im a SUlII of 100,000 frallcs 
with tlte wish that lie should utilise tllis money fo r building a 
Izouse in his nati7'e village, Risiu{lii, Ilcar Porto IVUe'i)O , and lte also 
entrusted him witlt a IZltlitber of obJect, belongi17g 10 tlie cltapel at 
L ongwood, mostly sih'er and xo!d cll7Irclt ,"'essels, altar cloths, 
eh·., wlticlt Vignali was to relllit to .Vapoleon's SOil , tlte Duke of 
R eicltstadt in Vienna . . ls is well lmowll, 110Ile of Xa./Joleon ' s C01ll­

panio7ls in exile 7Uerf' ez'er allowed to coIll71:zt1licale (vi tit the Dul..:e 
of R eicltstadt , and Vignali was !lot able to carry out tlie 
Emperor' s orders. Tlie fate of the objects elltmsled to ItiJlt was 
a very pew liar one, as througlt tlie dis/LOnesly of a Corsican 
lawyer, Peraggi , tlie.')' finally lauded ill tlte Slate PmC'71b rokillg 
Office in Paris (M ani de Pie!f) and aflf'r 1077r; liligatioll were re­
plfrchased f rom it by tlie D llke of Padlfa, cc,11O refuTlled tliem 10 

the Emperor' s lamil)l. Tizese obiects arc now in tlte possession 
of Prince Ficfor Napoleoll . F rederic .lfasso71 lias described tllese 
obiects in one of Itis zlolltmes dealillg with tile St. Helella period, 
but ra flte r i11completely, because 110t all tlie doorme1lts were af 
his disposal. 
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ABBE VIG:\"ALI'S ~APOL EO;\" RELICS. 

Apart from t/lOse pers01lal objects belongiJlg to hapoleon 
which were ex pressly and specifically willed to tile various per sons 
of Itis elltourage, a g reat number of obJects remaining and not 
dealt with ulider the will were, according to the mutual decision 
of his companiolls, divided among tltem. A. sltare went to Vignali , 
and it is this sltare 7c,/ticll fo rms tlte items constituting the Vignali 

collection. 

AUTH ENTICITY OF THE COLLECTION. 

Vigllali relm lied to Co r sica at tlte end of 182 1 and settled 
down in Itis lIali7'e "illage, where he reconstructed his house witlt 
such funds as Ite could secure f rom Napoleon's executors. S everal 
year s after~(Jards (in 1828) Ite was killed in a vendetta. H is sole 
lieir was Itis sisler R oxane 1'ignali Gianettini; she inherited the 
entire estale of tlie .{bbl: Vignali, including the present collection . 
After her death tltis collection descended to her only son Charles­
Marie Gianettini, and f rom this latter the present co llection was 
acquired . Cilarles Gianettini , who is still alive, is now 96 years 
old, and lias testified in a special notarial act that all the items 
brouglzt in 182 [ by Itis uncle, Abbe -Vignali , Itave been kept in 
their integrity al the falllily Itouse at Bisinchi and tltat they have 
been religiously preserc!ed up to tlte time of tlieir sale. 11 notarial 
domment was excmted ill 1C) 16 in fa7JOUr of tile last owner, gi7,ing 
a fllillist '1l1d description of all tile items ill til is collection. 
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PLATE II . 

:\ .\I'O LEO~ 1. 
Di s knife, fo rk and ~ poo n in , ih·,·r . Eng1"1\"prl ,,·d h T,,'np)";n l Coat of Arm s 

(From Vilinnli Collrdion of :\ J Poleoll Heli cs). 
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L'ABBE VIGNALI'S COLLECTION 

of 

NAPOLEON RELICS. 

Brought back by Vignali from Saint-Helena. 

(a) Relics of N apoleon. 

[ . Napoleon' s kni fe , fo rk a nd spoon in s ilve r, engraved in deep relief with 
the Imperia l Coa t of Arm s of Napoleon, and fo rmin g pa rt of the famou s 
great dinner sen 'icc , m O.3t o f which \V a::'. b roken up a t St. H elena and sold 
as sih 'er in order to supplement Napoleon' s f unds. (See Illustratio n. ) 

~ . Napoleon' s silve r cup , eng raved with the Im perial Coat of Arms , fo rming 
part of one o f N apoleon' s t ra,oellin g dress ing-cases . (S ee Illustra tion .) 

3. A packet conta ining th ree kind s of ha ir of Napoleon (h air of th e head, 
of the body, and of the beard ) . The pa cket is inscribed in Vig nali' s 
handwritin g a nd there is a le tte r by Vi g nali refe rrin g to the or ig in of 
tbi s hair . 

4 . A shirt of ~apo l on' s in very fm e hollanrl marked wi th th e Imperi al cipher, 
a nd according to t ra di t ion worn by him during the las t days of his 
illness . 

5 . A handkerchief of ~a poleon' s ma rked with hi s cipher. 

6. The famoll s wh ite breeches won by Napoleon 

7. A white piqu e waist coat \\'om by Napoleon. 
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ABBE VIGNAU'S NAPOLEO~ RELICS . 

8 . A coloured handkerchief (so-called ba ndana) habitually worn by Napo­
leon at St. Helena. 

9. A mummifled tendon taken from Napoleon' s body during the pos t­
mortem. (The authenticity of this rema rkable relic has lately been 
confirmed by the publication in the R evue des Deux Mondes of a 
pos thumous memoir by St. Denis , in which he expressly s tates that 
he and Vignali took away small pieces of NClpoleon's corpse during 
the autopsy.) 

10. The church regis ter of the chapel at Longwood of St. Helena, regis tering 
one marriage and two J eaths , written and signed by Vignali' s pre­
decessor, Bonavita. 

I I. An altar cloth trimmed WIth lace from the chapel at Longwood. 

12. Two small altar cloths ma rked with t\'apoleon' s cipher. 

13 . Another altar cloth trimm ed with lace. 

14. Three chalice cloth s marked with Napoleon' s cipher. 

I S. A surplice trimmed with lace. 

16. Vignali's church vestments of green silk trimmed with silver braid. 

17. A length of white silk curtain (trimmed with green) used in Napoleon' ~; 

s tudy at St Helena. 

(b) D ocuments. 

18 Vignali' s diary, his diploma of Rome University as Doctor of Medicine. 
his diploma of theology and his passport with Briti sh visa. 

19. A card of invita tion sig ned by Sir Hudson Lowe, Governor of St. Helena 

20 . Six letters of Count rie Montholon, Napoleon' s Companion at St. Helena 

21. Five Letters of Comte de iJertrand , Napoleon's Companion a t St. Helena. 

q 
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r\BBE VIGNALI'S XAPOLEO:.J R E LICS. 

22. Three letters of 1Iarehanrl, ~apoleon ' s Valet and Executor. 

23 One lett2r of Cardinal Fesch (~ apoleon' s uncle). 

24. Two letters o[ Coursot, Napoleon' s Butle r at St. JIelena . 

25. One letter of Las Cases , Napoleon' s Companion at St. Helena . 

26. One le tter of Bonavita, r-.;apoleon's Chaplain (Vig nali' s predecessor). 

27. On e le tter of :-IarE' t Duke of B?ssa no 

28. One le tte r s ig ned by the three executo rs of Napoleon (Ber trand. 1\1on­
tholon and Marchan 1) end a signed copy of the codici l in fa\"our o[ 
Vignali. 

29. Account s of sa lary to Vignali signed by Berir;J nel. 

30 . Accounts of legacy s ig ned by ?lIontholon. 

3 J . Two accounts of the di s trIbution of th.: legacies sig neu by the banker 
Lafltte . 

32. One volume of Las CasE' s ' nWHloirs w;tr a l!thor' s a utog raph . 

33. A le tter of Paoli, a letter d Ber trand. a letter from 1[adam 1Iere . sig ned 
by Rosa Mcllini . 

34. A draft of a lclter by Vignali referring to th e hair o[ :'-Japoleon. 

35 A copy of ~apolE'on' s will by Vignali rr:ade at St. Helena. 

36 Most important docum ents referring to the alfair Peraggi (the abo\"e 
refer to the epi sode with regard to the objects left to the Duke of 
Reichs tadt ). 

37 A le tter from Frederi c :-Ta '3son addressd to Gianettini (Vignali' s nephew) 
cons tituting a further proof of the authenticity of the collection. 

--- - -.--.--
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!\ BBE VIG ALI'S NAPOLEON RELICS. 

(c) N apoleon's Death Mask. 

3 8. NAPOLEON I. DEATII MASK FROM THE MATRIX MOULDED AT 

ST. HELENA FROM THE FACE OF THE DEAD HERO BY 

NAPOLEON'S DOCTOR, ANTO~IMARCHI. 

This matrix Antommarchi re tained till 1833 . when he made and iss ued a 

few masks from same, eacl l bearing his stamp at base (the matrix was then 

handed to the French Government, and is now in the Hotel des Invalides, 

Paris ) . Thi s mask is of ~xceptional interes t, being the one owned by 

Napoleon's Chaplain (L' Abbe Vignali ), who administered the last Sacrament 

to ~ apoleon a t St. H elena. (See Illus/ra /io n. ) 

39. Accompanying Lhe death mask is a highly important autograph letter 

f rom Dr. Antommarchi Lo Abbe Vignali, sending him a printed prospectus of 

the former's intention to issue to a few subscribers the" Platre Oll Masque de 

l'Empereur ~apolcon," and rC<1u est ing Vignali' s help. 

40 . AntomHlarchi' s printed circllbr relating to the Dea th :'la5k, to which 

he refers in the abo\'e letter. 

< 
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PLATE III. 

1\ APOLfOX'S D E.ITIJ If ISK. 
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